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To Diana Jacobs 
 

The one who muttered in the night to bring all 
her children into the light. 
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Why do I think that this book is so needed for today? Because it 
is written with simplicity for new believers to understand, but 
also aimed at a more mature believer that is hungry for more 
understanding and knowledge of the Word.  I don’t think when 
it comes to prayer and intercession that any one of us have 
arrived. 

 

I believe that as long as we are on this earth we need to grow in 
prayer and intercession. Ultimately, it speaks of a relationship, 
so we need to grow in our relationship with God.  My husband 
has written many manuals on worship, leadership, marriage, but 
not on intercession. I thought that his first formal book would be 
on worship, so I know that the Holy Spirit has inspired him to 
write this book so that believers can have a deeper relationship 
with the Father through prayer and intercession. 

 

This is one of those books that you will keep next to your bedside 
with your Bible. It is also one of those books that you would want 
to give as a gift to any person in search of a deeper walk in prayer 
and intercession. 
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THE DAYSMAN: 
An anecdotal guide to intercession 

 
 

Daysman, what a beautiful, unfamiliar word. This term is not 
used much today. It raises a few eyebrows when you read it 
because it is such a peculiar word, but it is packed with meaning. 
It is found in Job 9:32-33 in the King James Bible. 

 
Job 9:32 “For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him, 
and we should come together in judgment.” Job 9:33 “Neither is 
there any daysman (mediator) betwixt (between) us that might 
lay his hand upon us both.” 

 
More than 161 years ago, in one of his preaching’s on a Sunday 
morning, January 4, 1857, C.H. Spurgeon at the Music Hall, Royal 
Surrey Gardens said the following about the Great Daysman: 

 

“We must not consider Him as a God diluted into deified 
manhood, or as a mere man officially exalted to the Godhead, but 
as being two distinct natures in one person; not God melted into 
man, nor man made into God, but man and God taken into union 
together. Therefore, do we trust in Him, as the Daysman, the 
Mediator, Son of God, and Son of Man. This is the person who is 
our Saviour. It is this glorious, yet mysterious being, of whom the 
text speaks, when it says, He is mighty --" mighty to save. Isaiah 
63 vs1" 30

 
 

The expression “any daysman betwixt us” suggests “daysman” 
to mean “something between two parties that might lay his hand 
upon us both” speaks about someone who will stand between 
two parties. It speaks of a mediator, one who is mighty to save. 

 

Spurgeon says that the First Daysman is Christ, the firstborn of 
many brethren, therefore, there are other daysmen following 
you and I, answering the call to stand between two parties like 
Moses, like Esther, like Jesus did. So we trust in Him, as the 
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Daysman, the Mediator, the Son of God, and the Daysman in the 
daysman. The Son in the son. God in us. Immanuel. 

 
Furthermore, you can consult a dictionary to find that 
“daysman” is an ancient word meaning “referee, arbitrator, 
adjudicator, umpire, or mediator.” 

 
Humanity is not helpless and hopeless today, man is not without 
a daysman. We are the ones called to intercede and see to it that 
our Father’s purpose, His perfect will is fulfilled in the earth and 
in the lives of men. He gave us the power, the ability, and the 
responsibility. What a privilege to be part of the Daysmen 
generation that can bring the 
solution   of   heaven   to   the 
people of the earth. 

 

Prayer 
 

Father, I come into Your 
presence and ask You to give 
me the heart of an intercessor. 
Give me the heart of the 
Daysman. Help me to be 
persistent in prayer until the 
breakthrough comes. Help me 

Humanity is not helpless 
or hopeless today, man is 
not without a daysman. 

We are the ones called to 
intercede and see to it 

that our Father’s 
purpose, His perfect will 
is fulfilled in the earth 

and in the lives of men. 

to be the daysman, the intercessor who can stand in the gap for 
our world, our nation, our church, our family, my brothers and 
my sisters. Thank You for this powerful responsibility given to 
me, to meet with You, so that You can meet with someone else. 
In Jesus name. Amen." 
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Chapter 1: 
Introduction 

 
 

Money gets stolen, a child has a malignant lump, and a family 
member is at death's door. Your neighbour is an atheist but in 
desperate need of Christ. The government is corrupt and wants 
to grab land without compensation. A nation begins to crumble 
because its people follow their own evil ways. But what can you 
do? 

 

These are problems that we cannot solve with conventional 
human wisdom. The problems we face at times, seem too big for 
us. No matter how much we try, we cannot solve them on our 
own. It's times like these when we need to turn to the Lord in 
intercessory prayer. 

 

Over the years I have been taught a fair amount on prayer. The 
thing that concerned me of late, is that people seem to have 
different viewpoints about prayer and intercession that is 
sometimes so subjective and on the other side of the coin, 
treated with almost contempt. I think that both views are wrong 
and in need of an upgrade. I think it is safe to say that we all need 
upgrading in the area of prayer and intercession as the Holy 
Spirit allows us to come into maturity. We all need an 
impartation of skillful wisdom and understanding in this area. It 
is a journey that we have to embark on because the world is in 
need of people that can intercede skillfully and with great 
emphasis on results. 

 

I feel compelled to share my own experiences, firstly with my 
church and its beautiful people. And secondly with the body at 
large. I hope this will be a blessing to you and bring you into a 
fuller and deeper understanding of intercession. I am in no way 
an expert in this field, this is just my way of adding to the body 
of knowledge by helping someone to pray more effectively. We 
need superior results! The reader is called upon to kindly bear in 



7 
 

mind that the research undertaken to produce this document is 
mostly personal and that which I was taught over the years 
specifically, the last 25 years or so. I have purposefully steered 
away from doctrinal issues, so that anyone who reads this book, 
might enjoy it for what it is, an invitation to intercession. 

 

Currently, there is a great examination for the church in South 
Africa to be effective in her dealings with its people and the 
world at large. It appears that we are not winning on that front. 
Some proponents of the Christian community has forwarded 
their attention away from subjective matters like faith and 
prayer to more governmental efficiencies, particularly in the 
areas of church structure, apostolic doctrine, and apostolic 
culture1. It is their view that for the church to be effective in her 
dealings with the world and its structure, that it needs to revert 
back to primitive Christianity. Whilst I do not challenge this view, 
I feel compelled to apply the “power of and” to the current 
challenges of the church in South Africa. We should employ both 
imperatives and not forsake the one for the other. Presently in 
South Africa, there are a plethora of disputed matters with 
regards to either the one or the other. How do we understand 
either movement, at least historically, as well as spiritually and 
how are they related, if at all, in the present time? These are not 
easy questions to answer, but at least there are healthy 
dialogues happening all over South Africa regarding this burning 
issue. 

 

I mention the above challenge because it influences what is 
being presented in this study. There are too many theological 
controversies to treat adequately. So my view at this time is not 
to address the validity of the concerns, but rather for the 
moment, stick to the issue of prayer and intercession, which is 
bathed within the roots of where I come from, which is mostly 
the Anglican, Pentecostal and Charismatic movement. Over the 
years we have progressed out from under these movements and 
the exodus has become more rooted in Biblical simplicity and its 
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manifestation of an organic church. I am personally a 
practitioner of the Acts 2: 42 church model and the subsequent 
benefits of this model, have changed the culture of our 
congregation. Nevertheless, there is a discussion and a valid one 
at that regarding the influences of the apostolic movement and 
its avoidance of subjective matters like prayer and spiritual 
warfare, to the more structural, governmental and doctrinal 
matters of Christianity. I suspect that a difficult convergence of 
relationship building is on its way. It’s like trying to find your 
spectacles when you have no spectacles on2. An interesting 
analogy, but one that explains the current situation for us in 
South Africa. 

 

So in the final analysis, this book is not about doctrine or the 
validity of certain models of expressions of the body of Christ, 
but rather anecdotal to where I am currently in my journey with 
the Lord. I hope you can appreciate my transparency in this 
regard. My simple view is that the Bible is good to us and for us! 
It is not so much that we interpret the Bible, as that the Bible 
interprets us in a radically new and ultimately affirming way 3! 

 

Intercession is a prayer that pleads with God for your needs and 
the needs of others. But it is also much more than that. 
Intercession involves taking hold of God's will and refusing to let 
go until His will comes to pass. What this world need is not better 
sermons or better songs, it needs someone who can stand in the 
gap for someone else. Intercession is not only in prayer but also 
in practice. It is my sincere hope that even within the limited 
scope of this study that there might be some illumination 
brought to the reader concerning intercession. 

 

I have taken a wide range of themes and brought them through 
the funnel of intercession. This is because, in the community I 
serve, these seem to be the most prevalent subject matters that 
concern us the most. For this, a daysman is required. 
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Neither is there any “daysman” 
 

If you have lived long enough on this planet, you will find that 
everybody prays. When we are placed in a life or death situation 
and even the most devoted atheist will pray. Everybody prays 
and they pray differently for different things. 

 

For us, as believers, we have this firm hope that God answers 
prayer and that He wants us to pray. God does not only answer 
prayer, but He answers your prayer! He has introduced prayer 
to the human race and He has submitted Himself to answer 
prayer. 

 

 
What this world needs is not better sermons 
or better songs, it needs someone who can 

stand in the gap for someone else. 
 
 
 
Often, the problems we face seem too big for us. No matter how 
much we try, we cannot solve them on our own. It is in times like 
these that we need to turn to the Lord in intercessory prayer. 

 

 Jesus taught His disciples how to pray. 

 John taught his disciples how to pray. 

 The apostles taught the early church how to pray. 

 We must teach worshippers how to pray. 
 

This means there is a how-to of prayer that must be cultured. If 
you never learned it, you never knew it. God said His people 
perish for lack of knowledge, not for lack of prayer. Satan 
recognises this truth, that prayer is the only power that limits 
him, hence, he keeps people praying without knowledge. 

 

This is why there is much prayer but little results and 
manifestation. So we are compelled to teach about prayer and 
we are compelled to pray with skillful knowledge and 
understanding. 
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Chapter 2: 
The role of the daysman 

 
 

Intercessors were introduced 
by God in the Old Testament 
to stand in the gap between 
man and God. The reason for 
this was because sin came 
between God and man and 
caused a separation and 
deception of what God 
required.   People   made   up 

 
 

It is good to pray for 

yourself, but it is even 

better when you pray for 

someone else, because 

then Jesus is truly 

standing in intercession 

for you. 

their own minds and God brought the exactness of what He 
required. Even today people still think that out of their own, they 
can please God. God introduced in the Old Testament a plan for 
intercession/mediation by instituting priests who could stand in 
the gap between Himself and His people. The High Priest was the 
highest and most important intercessor among the people. 

 

In the New Testament, Jesus is our High Priest and we have 
become a holy priesthood unto our God (Hebrews 4:14; I Peter 
2:9). We, therefore, do not require an earthly priest to be our 
go-between. Every believer in Jesus Christ is an intercessor by 
virtue of His priesthood. In the past, it was only a specialised job 
for a special group of people. Today that veil is broken and it is 
not  a  job  of  a  special  elite  force  of  “intercessors”  in  the 
church.   A bunch of super spiritual Christians who can alone 
intercede because they have received this burden. I believe that 
every believer is to be involved in the ministry and 
administration of intercession. There are however those who 
are called to carry the burden of intercession more than most. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%204.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.9
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What is intercessory prayer? 
 

It is prayer not for yourself but for someone else. Someone who 
needs the attention and solution of heaven here on earth. It is 
good to pray for yourself, but it is even better when you pray for 
someone else because then Jesus is truly standing in 
intercession for you. Intercession, therefore, is “the act of 
interceding; mediation and advocating on behalf of someone 
else” (Webster’s Dictionary). The act of intercession is however 
not always just prayer, it can take many different forms which 
we will discuss later. 

 

What does it mean to intercede? 
 

To help understand intercession let’s look at some different 
meanings of intercession in its various form according to the 
Webster’s dictionary 

 

1. Intercede - (Latin intercedo): “inter” = between, and “cedo” 
to pass between. An act of two parties with a view to 
reconcile those who differ or contend; to plead in favour of 
another; to mediate or make intercession. 

 
2. Mediate  -  Being  between  two  extremes;  to  intervene 

between parties as an equal of each. To negotiate between 
persons who are at variance with the purpose of reconciling; 
to mediate a peace. Mediation - “entreaty for another; 
intercession.” 

 
3. Advocate - “Called to one’s side to aid” - It was used in a 

court of justice to denote a legal assistant, counsel for the 
defense, an advocate, one who pleads another’s cause, an 
intercessor. 

 

Over the course of this book, I will attempt to show different 
implications of intercession that will help you understand 
various methods to appropriate intercession. I will also vacillate 
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between the name intercessor and daysman. It is the same 
concept, I just want you to get used to this beautiful word that 
is so rich in meaning. Please bear in mind that intercession is not 
always praying. Intercession is very practical in nature. 
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Chapter 3: 
The different ways to meet with God 

 
 

There are also many different interpretations of intercession, of 
which I will share three in particular with you. The first one is 
called to meet with God. I like this one the most. 

 

No 1: Meeting with God 
 

Intercession is mostly about get-togethers or meetings. You 
meet with God on behalf of someone else. Or you confront the 
enemy on behalf of someone else. One of the Hebrew meanings 
for the word intercession means to Paga or to meet. When we 
think of intercession, we might be thinking of prayer only, but in 
Hebrew, the word Paga does not necessarily mean prayer. 
According to Dutch Sheets in his book “Intercessory prayer”, 
Sheets says that intercession creates a meeting. Intercessors 
meet with God and intercessors also meet with the powers of 
darkness4. Sheets continues to explain that we meet with the 
Father, asking Him to meet with someone else. He positions it 
like this: 

 

Heavenly Father, I come to you today (a meeting) asking You to 
touch Joe (another meeting). 

 

There is also the opposite side of the equation as Christ did 
through spiritual warfare, our meeting with the enemy is to 
undo a meeting, a breaking or severing in somebody’s life. I have 
experienced this mostly not in prayer, but when you Paga a 
demon that is oppressing someone. This is still intercession, but 
now you are commanding the enemy and not praying to God. 
There is not only one particular way to Paga, there are different 
ways to meet with God so that He can meet with others. 
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No 2: Meetings that heal and deliver 
 

I have always been fascinated with healing. I have seen God heal 
others through credible men of God whom I know personally but 
always wanted to experience it for myself. Such was the case of 
a dear brother who had extreme stomach pains and the doctors 
did not know what to do with him. Let’s call him by a fictitious 
name, Joe. His pain was so severe that he could not get up in the 
mornings for work. It became so bad that he was on the brink of 
losing his job. I was unaware of this when we were invited for 
supper at his house. Whilst my wife and his wife were chatting it 
away in the kitchen, he asked me to pray for him that the pain 
must go away. I was very casual and not feeling very spiritual and 
I said sure why not. I placed my hands on his stomach and asked 
Jesus Christ to heal him. To my surprise, he fell from his chair 
and began to cry! 

 

When he got up from the floor, I asked him what happened, in 
exclamations of joy, he explained that when I placed my hands 
on his stomach, he felt a hot sensation going through his 
stomach with a force that threw him to the ground. He was 
instantaneously healed, glory to God! God met with him to heal 
him. 

 

The curious case of the nose bleeder 
 

This was a most extraordinary meeting. If I was not there and 
involved in it, I would not believe what I am writing, but it is true. 
Let’s call him Joe and her Jill. This couple came for counseling, 
they were living together, not married and were experiencing 
relational difficulties. As I was speaking to him, his nose started 
bleeding uncontrollably. I mean like water coming out of his 
nose. I gave him ice blocks, a cold cloth, but nothing seemed to 
work. I started to worry and went to the bathroom to pray. I 
asked the Father to show me what was going on. The Holy Spirit 
directed me to pray for the girlfriend. 
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As I was praying for her, his nose stopped bleeding and the next 
moment, you heard the ugliest of growls coming out of this 
petite little girl. “He is mine, I have him, you can’t have him” For 
a moment I was in shock, but the evil in her eyes let me know 
what I was dealing with. I rebuked the evil spirit and it left her. 
The reality of the situation came to the fore when we found out 
that she was feeding him small amounts of her blood in his food 
to make sure he stays with her. This was on the advice of the 
“witch doctor” she consulted. How sad, but how true. “Joe” gave 
his life to the Lord, but she resisted. This was also a Paga, where 
the Spirit of God met with the powers of darkness to free 
someone. 

 

No 3: Security boundaries 
 

There is also another meaning of Paga that we need to mention 
and that is the issue of setting boundaries. 
The  use  of  the  word  “Paga”  describes  a  place  of  security 
available to us in the Lord. However, this place of security is not 
automatic. Those who just take for granted that the Lord will 
protect us, are in danger of being wiped out by the enemy. I have 
seen this so many times when dear brothers in the Lord call our 
Saviour on terms of endearment and the enemy on names that 
are detestable. For me, this is not on. You must not take the 
protection, personage, and provision of the Lord for granted. 
We   have  to  intercede  on  a  regular  basis  in  order  to  set 
boundaries to secure our place of safety. In Joshua Chapter 19 
the word “Paga” is used 5 times. It is used for setting boundaries 
against the enemy. 
Joshua 19:11 “And their border went up toward the sea, and 
Maralah, and reached to Dabbasheth, and reached to the river 
that is before Jokneam;” 

 

The word “reach” here is “Paga”. It is also used in verses 22, 26, 
27, 34, and it is saying to the enemy: “Don’t trespass”, “you will 
not pass here” and “no further”. This kind of intercession heads 



16 
 

off the enemy attack “in advance”. I like this because you can set 
boundaries around your house, your properties, your church etc. 
It puts a sign up saying, “no trespassing”. It builds walls of 
protection. I normally once a week anoint the borders of my 
house and my place of work as well as the church and declare 
into the atmosphere: “This is holy ground, protected by a Holy 
God, no unholy spirit, angel or person will pass here”. I 
encourage you to do the same.  I do the same for my wife and 
children, we anoint each other at regular intervals to avoid the 
trespassing of the enemy. 

 

In an intercession manual that Neville Johnson wrote, he 
proposes that there are things we must do, in order to secure 
ourselves and our family, and those we are praying for5. The 
enemy sets traps for us which can at times be near fatal. But we 
can be one step ahead of the enemy. Johnson uses Matthew 
6:13 “and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For 
thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.” as his reference to explain this protection. 

 

This means when we pray this type of prayer that God can 
deliver us from the Evil One. This is in advance. The sign “no 
trespassing” is posted by prayer. This is really good to know. 

 

So what is a daysman intercessor? 
 

I know of two brothers, twins in fact, who had a very interesting 
relationship. The one brother was clever, studious and very 
disciplined, the other brother was a “wing it” type of guy. He was 
a lady’s man and very quick witted. Let’s call them Len and Ken. 
At exam times very often, Len would write on behalf of Ken who 
was the “wing it” type of guy. Somehow they got through their 
schooling this way. When they started working, they shared the 
benefits of this connection with the ladies as well. Their Siamese 
look-alike attributes helped with this. Ken would get in trouble 
with the ladies because of infidelity and Len would have to take 
the blame for his behaviour many times. 
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Sometimes it would get so bad that Len would get a smack or 
two from a very irate lady. Len always stood in the gap for Ken 
and Ken never appreciated it. He just used to laugh it off and 
accepted it as the norm that Len would stand for his nonsense. 

 
One afternoon I was called to the hospital by the mother of 
these twins to inform me that Len is at death's door and that the 
doctors are about to switch off the life support machines. Would 
I please come and be there for the family as they say goodbye to 
Len. It was a sad moment for all of us because Len was much 
loved by everyone. As we prayed together as a family, the room 
that we were in was filled with gut-wrenching sobs of sadness 
that could be heard in the passage way. Everybody was crying 
and did not want the inevitable to happen, but it did and Len 
gave his last breath into Eternity. As sad as that was, what was 
even sadder was the conversation that I had with Ken afterward. 
As he was sitting curled up on the floor, he resembled a car that 
was just wrecked by a train. He looked at me with tears in his 
eyes and with sadness that I could not place. The look on Ken 
was not only sadness, but it was fear that was escaping through 
his eyes. Through his tears, he asked me a question that up until 
today, I could not answer, I just placed my hands on his 
shoulders and comforted him. The question that he asked me 
was, “Doc, who is going to stand in the gap for me now, Len is 
gone.” 
You see, Len was Ken’s daysman, and he was always standing in 
the gap for Ken and getting Ken out of trouble. Now that Len has 
passed, he was without a mediator, without someone who was 
like a wall that shielded him against trouble. 

 
Today, Ken is a wreck and struggling to stand on his own feet. 
His daysman has left him. 
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Standing in the gap. 
The word “daysman” in Hebrew - Yakach means a mediator, one 
that stands in the gap for someone else, like Len did for Ken. 

 

According to Ezekiel an intercessor is one “who stands in the gap 
for another”:   
“So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, 
and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should 
not destroy it; but I found no one.” (Ezekiel 22:30). 

 

God wants to save people from destruction but He must find 
someone to stand in the gap and plead for mercy. It is a grave 
thought that God’s saving power is linked to an intercessor and 
that He is binding Himself to someone who will stand in the gap 
for someone else. God could not save because of sin and the 

absence of an intercessor. These 
are God’s rules, He has instituted 
prayer and He says that if there is 

God wants to save 
people from 

destruction but He 
must find someone 
to stand in the gap 

and plead for mercy. 

an intercessor, then He will hear 
them. 
 

In the passage God could find no 
one to intercede, He could not 
find someone before Him who 
would make a wall and stand in 
the  gap  for the land  and  those 

who dwell in it. God could find no one to stand in the gap and 
plead for truth and justice in order to bring reconciliation and 
peace between God and man and between man and man: 

 

“He saw that there were was no man, and wondered that there 
was no intercessor” (Isaiah 59:16). 

 

God can also wonder! He wonders why there are no 
intercessors. We need to stand up and stand in the gap so that 
God does not have to wonder anymore about where the 
intercessors are in the land. We need our land to be saved. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek%2022.30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2059.16
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The book of Job is believed to be the oldest book in the bible. It 
is believed by many scholars of the Word and that it was written 
before the book of Genesis. You don’t know when God will brag 
about you and in bragging about you, your adversary might want 
to come to harm you as in the case of Job. After God gave the 
adversary permission to attack Job, Job first cursed the day of 
his birth. This seems to be a human condition. We can only bless 
God when things are going great, but when things go bad then 
we curse our existence. 

 

Job 3 vs. 1 “After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of 
his birth.” 

 

This was not a good idea at all. Remember beloved we don’t live 
for ourselves, we live and serve at the pleasure of our Master. If 
our Master wants to take a brag on us in the universe, then be 
glad, at the same time it might happen that sometimes affliction 
will happen to us not because we sin, but because God allows it. 
Tough to process but it can happen. 

 

So God comes to the rescue of Job, who at this time do not 
understand the plan and purpose of God. God instructs Job to 
call out to Him. 

 

Job 5 vs 1 “Call out now, is there anyone who will answer you? 
And to which of the holy ones will you turn?” 

 

God encourages Job to call out to Him and understand His plan. 
The whole discourse of chapter 5 teaches us that man must 
realise his mortality and that not even angels can help us, even 
if we cried out to them. We must call out to God and He alone 
will be able to help us understand. 
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Job teaches us that we need to call out to God as intercessors to: 
 

No 1: Bring us and others back to God. 
 

We always need to be connected to God. Sometimes that 
connection can be broken by ourselves and by others. It is at this 
time that we need to call out to God for ourselves and for others. 
Job shows our need for a mediator, an advocate or an 
intercessor, who would stand between man and God, bridging 
the gap, pleading our case and very importantly the purpose of 
intercession, bringing reconciliation between God and man. 

 

Read the following scriptures in Job to imbibe the idea for 
intercession. 

 

Job 9:32 “For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him, 
and we should come together in judgment.” Job 9:33 “Neither is 
there any daysman (mediator) betwixt (between) us that might 
lay his hand upon us both.” 
Job 16:21 “Oh that one might plead for a man with God, as a man 
pleadeth for his neighbour.” 

 
Here you find in Job apt descriptions of an intercessor/mediator 
/advocate and very importantly their function. The function of 
the daysman is to plead before God on behalf of man that He 
might lay his hand on us. In other words, help us, deliver us, and 
reconcile us. 

 

Just like Len did for Ken, he was always bailing him out of 
trouble. Just so we have to deliver our brothers and sisters in the 
right way of course, through intercession. 

 

So it is my firm belief that the first role of an intercessor, as we 
discussed above, is to bring us back to God in unbroken 
connection to Him. The second role is to ensure that we break 
the back of the enemy. 
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No 2: The Second role of the intercessor is to:  Break the back 
of the enemy over our lives. 

 

The enemy is not your friend. He is not your pet. He is not an 
entity to take lightly. 

 

“The enemy you spare today, might not spare you tomorrow”6 
 

He knows more about you than what you know about yourself. 
He knows all there is to know about you. That should really bring 
the power of the enemy into focus. Apostle Rhoda in his 
excellent book; Dealing with the Enemy6, shows us how to deal 
with the enemy. Rhoda explains that it is important to know your 
enemy but it is even more important to know God. 

 

Guess what? 
 

God has created you (in Christ) to rule over the enemy and He 
knows everything about you and the enemy. He has also made 
the way of escape and victory for you through His son Our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. 

 

Some history for context is important. You need to know where 
the fight started and who will be fighting who with what. 

 

Where it started. 
 

Genesis 3: 15 “And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 

 

The word “bruise (Hebrew) Shuph= to bruise, crush, strike out, 
overwhelm, break, bruise, cover. 
The word “head (Hebrew) Rosh = to break headship literally or 
figuratively. This is a prophetic statement that was fulfilled when 
Jesus died a sinless death on the cross of Calvary. In other words, 
it is saying that Jesus would come and break the headship of 
Satan over man. 
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After cursing the physical serpent, God turned to the spiritual 
serpent, the lying seducing, Satan and cursed him. John 
MacArthur in his study Bible suggests that the first gospel is the 
prophetic struggle and its outcome between your seed (Satan 
and unbelievers, who are called the devil's children in John 8:44) 
and her seed (Christ, a descendant of Eve and those in Him), 
which began in the garden. In the midst of the “curse” passage, 
a message of hope shone forth, the woman’s offspring called 
“HE” is Christ, will one day defeat the serpent. Satan could only 
bruise the heel of Christ, which means to cause Him to suffer, 
while Christ will bruise Satan’s head, destroy him with a fatal 
blow, as in Rom 16:20. 

 

MacArthur further explains that the church is participating in the 
crushing process along with their Saviour and His finished work 
on the cross of Calvary because we too are of the woman’s 
seed7. So to put things into context, Satan, because of man’s 
disobedience had authority over us but not anymore. When 
Jesus won the three temptations, He showed us a picture of how 
to defeat the enemy, with the Word which is Christ. 

 

Here are some powerful scriptures to drive the point home. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:27:   “For he hath put all things under his feet. 
But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that 
he is excepted, which did put all things under him.” 

 

Ephesians 1:22: “And hath put all things under his feet, and gave 
him to be head over all things to the church.” 

 

Psalm 110:1: “…The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” 

 

Satan had authority over mankind 
 

Luke 4:6 “And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give 
thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to 
whomsoever, I will give it.” 
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All this power will I give thee: 
 

“Power” (Greek) Exousia = Authority 
 

The above scripture shows that Satan had the authority to give 
to Jesus. This is a true story, because of Adam giving over 
authority to Satan, he had authority legally to give to Jesus, to 
lead Him, show Him all the worlds etc. Part of taking back that 
authority was to pass the temptations by quoting the Word. 

 

The three tests or temptations were a trick by the devil to trick 
our Lord into giving up authority to the devil. He did not do that 
and because He did not, neither should we. Satan’s spiritual hold 
on human lives had to be broken in the earthly realm. The battle 
was spiritual, but it was fought on an earthly battlefield. Jesus 
provided a solution in dealing with the devil, simply this, don’t 
give up ground because you have physical needs. Stand in your 
authority. Don’t give up on your authority to gain authority, 
stand in the authority that God gave you. Don’t compromise on 
what you want. 

 

Whatever you compromise to gain, you will lose in the end. 
 

Don’t test the Lord your God, just obey Him. 
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Chapter 4: 
So what was the solution provided by heaven? 

 
 

I love the book of Isaiah. One of my favourite chapters is Isaiah 
53. The 53rd chapter of Isaiah is a beautiful, poetic song, one of 
the four “Servant Songs” in which the prophet describes the 
climactic period when Jesus the Messiah will assume the role as 
the spiritual leader of all humanity. Isaiah describes a suffering 
figure who dies for the sins of those who reject him and then is 
exalted by God. This exaltation allows this person to propitiate 
the sins of many and to deliver the spoils with the strong. No 
specific name for this person is given other than to call him the 
Servant of God. His role is simply described. Jesus fits the 
portrait. Outside of Jesus himself, the New Testament says this 
in several texts (Rom. 15:21; 1 Pet. 2:21-25; Matt. 8:17; Acts 
8:32-33). 

 

So let’s see the solution that heaven offers humanity. Isaiah 53: 
12 “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he 
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out 
his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the 
transgressors, and he bare the sin of many and made 
intercession for the transgressors.” 

 

The above scripture gives us a great picture of what the great 
Intercessor Jesus Christ has accomplished for us. This scripture 
is a scripture that every intercessor should know and meditate 
on. The richness of the scripture paints a picture of what we 
accomplish when we stand in the victory that Jesus has 
produced for us. 

 

Adam Clarke and Albert Barnes Commentary on the Bible 
provides the following insight regarding the above scripture: 

 

Therefore will I divide him - This verse is designed to prophesy 
the triumphs of the Messiah. It is language appropriate to Him 
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as a prince and designed to celebrate His glorious victories on 
earth. The words here used are taken from the custom of 
distributing the spoils of victory after a battle, and the idea is, 
that as a conqueror takes valuable spoils, so the Messiah would 
go forth to the spiritual conquest of the world, and subdue it to 
himself. 

 

And he shall divide the spoil with the strong - And with the 
mighty, or with heroes, shall He divide the plunder. It is language 
derived from the conquests of the warrior, and means that His 
victories would be among the great ones of the earth; His 
conquests over conquerors. It was from a language such as this 
that the Jews obtained the notion that the Messiah would be a 
distinguished conqueror, and hence, they looked forward to one 
who as a warrior would carry the standard of victory around the 
world. 

 

Because he hath poured out his soul unto death - His triumphs 
would be an appropriate reward for his sufferings, his death, and 
his intercession. The expression “he poured out his soul”, is 
derived from the fact that the life was supposed to reside in the 
blood and that when the blood was poured out, the life was 
supposed to flow forth with it. As a reward for his having thus 
laid down his life, he would extend his triumphs over the whole 
world, and subdue the mightiest to himself. 

 

And he was numbered with the transgressors - That is, he shall 
triumph because he suffered himself to be numbered with the 
transgressors, or to be put to death with malefactors 
(wrongdoers). It does not mean that he was a transgressor, or in 
any way guilty; but that in his death he was in fact numbered 
with the guilty, and put to death with them. In the public 
estimation, and in the sentence which doomed him to death, he 
was regarded and treated as if he had been a transgressor. This 
passage is expressly applied by Mark to the Lord Jesus in Mark 
15:28. 
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Jesus is sitting at the 
right hand side of 

the Father, when He 
prays and intercedes 
for us, it is for us to 
come in line with 

what HE HAS DONE. 

“He bares the sin of many”: the 
multitudes, the many were made 
sinners by the offenses of one; i.e., 
the whole human race; for all have 
sinned - all have fallen, and for all 
have sinned, and for all have 
fallen, Jesus Christ died. 
 

“And made intercession for the 
transgressors”      -      He      made 

intercession for the transgressors. - This was literally fulfilled at 
his death, "Father, forgive them; they know not what they do!" 
Luke 23:34. And to make intercession for transgressors is one 
part of his mediatorial office. Hebrews 7:25, and Hebrews 9:24.8 

 

According to Barnes, the whole chapter of Isaiah is exceptionally 
important to Christians. It contains the most full, continuous 
statement in the Bible of the design of the Redeemer‘s sufferings 
and death. And after all the light which is shed on the subject in 
the New Testament; after all the full and clear statements made 
by the Redeemer and the apostles; still, if we wish to see a full 
and continuous statement on the great doctrine of the 
atonement, we naturally return to this portion of Isaiah. If we 
wish our faith to be strengthened, and our hearts warmed by the 
contemplation of his sufferings, we shall find no part of the Bible 
better adapted to it than this. It should not only be the subject 
of congratulations but of much fervent prayer. No man can study 
it too deeply. No one can feel too much anxiety to understand 
it. Every verse, every phrase, every word should be pondered 
until it fixes itself deep in the memory, and makes an eternal 
impression on the heart. 

 

Barnes continues to propose that if a man understands this 
portion of the Bible, he will have a correct view of the plan of 
salvation. And it should be the subject of profound and prayerful 
contemplation until the heart glows with love to that merciful 
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God who was willing to give the Redeemer to such sorrow, and 
to the gracious Saviour who, for our sins, was willing to pour out 
his soul unto death9. From the above unpacking of the verses by 
Clarke and Barnes we can see that our Lord obtained victory for 
us and now He makes intercession for the transgressors. You and 
I were also transgressors at some point in our journey, but now 
praise God we are seated with Christ in heavenly places. 

 

The Intercession of Jesus is therefore not to bring us to victory 
but to enforce the victory. John 16:26 

 

“At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I 
will pray the Father for you because the Father Himself loves you 
because you have loved Me and have believed that I come from 
God.” 

 

Jesus is sitting at the right-hand side of the Father, when He 
prays and intercedes for us, it is for us to come in line with what 
HE HAS DONE already and from the vantage point of Heaven 
declare that victory in the earth realm. Intercession is, therefore, 
warfare that is linked to an already won victory that we now 
enforce in our lives. This warfare is not against humanity, not 
against flesh and blood, and not in the natural, even though our 
prayers are in the natural. The battleground is not of this earth. 

 

The Bible says, 
 

"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places" (Eph. 
6:12). 

 

God has provided the solution for humanity in the deity of Jesus 
Christ. He has already won the victory and it is our responsibility 
to enforce the victory by quoting the Word and manifesting the 
Word here on the earth. 
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Chapter 5: 
The enemy will become His footstool 

 
 

Do you know what a footstool is? It is a resting place for your 
feet.  The  footstool  (ottoman, 
footrest) does not bite back, it 
does not talk back, and it just 
gives you a relaxing place for 
your feet. Jesus Christ is the 
head of the Church and as part 
of   the   body   of   Christ,   the 
enemy has become our 
footstool. So our Lord is waiting 
for us to realise and apply the 

 

victory over the enemy. As the church, this is part of our 
inheritance. 

 

Hebrews 10:13 “From henceforth expecting (Greek means 
waiting) till his enemies are made his footstool.” 

 

Many years ago, a dear brother in the Lord, let’s call him “Alan”, 
took this scripture very literally. He was a new believer, full of 
fire and zeal for the Lord. He had some problems with his 
employer at work and decided to exercise his newfound 
authority in Christ. Alan was a construction worker and very 
strong. So one day at work, his boss gave him a hard time and 
Alan decided to deck this guy and make him his footstool. He 
placed his feet on the neck of his boss until the guy was crying 
out in pain and offered a prompt apology for his foul behaviour 
towards Alan! 

 

When we heard the story there was lots of amusement and 
hilarity with a tinge of a correction for Alan’s incorrect but 
zealous interpretation of the scriptures. Fortuitously there were 
no charges against Alan and the story had a ha-ppy ending. 

Jesus Christ is the 
head of 

the Church and as 
part of the body of 

Christ, the enemy has 
become our footstool. 
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The bible says that every knee shall bow and every tongue shall 
confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father. All 
created beings and all creation will acknowledge the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ. They can do it now willingly, or later forcibly. 
Nonetheless, His Lordship will be acknowledged. Or else they 
will become the footstool of our Lord. 

 

Jesus has done His work of intercession; we are now to enforce 
it in the earth. As we comprehend this it will bring forth faith and 
true confidence in our lives. The level of authority in our lives 
will increase as we decree and establish that which the Lord has 
already accomplished for us. Through the intercession of Christ, 
everything has already been done, we now apply the 
appropriate Words of Christ to enforce the victory. We are 
executioners of His victories. 

 

How do we execute His Victories in the earth? 
 

If we are to be effective as intercessors then we need to look at 
what the great Intercessor did. He did nothing apart from His 
Father in heaven. He had a pattern, and that pattern was 
fashioned after what He saw His Father did. This is where the 
secret is, we need to follow the pattern of Jesus. As the Father is 
the pattern for Jesus, so Jesus is the pattern for the Church, you 
and I included. 

 

 Jesus said: “I can of mine own self do nothing” (John 5:30) 

 “The Father that dwelleth in me, He doeth the works” (John 
14:10b) 

 

Where did Jesus get His authority from? From the Father. Where 
do you and I get our authority from? From Jesus. When we 
accept Jesus Christ as our “Lord,” this means that He is our 
“superior commander” or “authority” over our whole life (Luke 
6:46). In addition, the Bible becomes the source of authoritative 
instruction for our Christian life (2 Tim. 3:16). We apply the Word 
of God because this is what our Commander in Chief expects of 
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us. It is important to know what authority is, so let’s unpack what 
authority is. 
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Chapter 6:  

What is authority? 
 
 

Authority is the right to command or act, to have dominion or 
control. It is the right to rule. 

 

This, however, is sometimes misleading because we might just 
think that we have authority over all things. We do not. Only 
Jesus has. Our authority goes only as far as we obey the Word 
and God. We have no authority over Satan in ourselves, but God 
has all authority, and He fights on our behalf. We should live a 
submitted life to Christ and then the devil will flee from us 
(James 4:7). We must understand that first and foremost, as 
believers we are under authority. God is the ultimate authority. 
We should always point to God’s authority or the authority of 
our Lord and Master. We are totally dependent on God, as 
demonstrated by the Son of Man (Luke 22:42 and John 5:30). If 
you really think about it, we have authority only to obey the 
orders of our Christ. 

 

Since submission to authority is elementary to following Christ, 
it is important that we understand that all authority is a God- 
given institution, and all types of authority are connected. The 
Lordship of Christ is the highest source of authority that we must 
answer to (Matt. 28:18), but God has also ordained at least five 
other categories of subordinate authority in the world that we 
must also submit to: 

 

1. The Family - Children are to obey their parents (Eph. 6:10). 
The wife is to cooperate with her husband, who is the head 
of the family (Eph. 5:22-24, 1 Tim. 2:12), and the husband is 
to submit to Christ and love his wife (Eph. 5:23, 25). 

2. The Government - We are to cooperate with those authority 
figures and obey the local and national laws of the land, 
within the boundaries of God’s laws (1 Pet. 2:13-14). The 
government is known as the sword and the church is known 
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as the crown in the book of Romans 13. Please read Romans 
chapter 13 from verse 1-8. 

3. The Church - Christians are to submit to the headship of 
Christ which is exercised through His Spirit (Rom. 8:14), His 
Word (2 Tim. 3:16), and Church leadership (Matt. 18:17-20, 
Heb. 13:17). 

4. The authority of the believer over the evil one- Behold I give 
unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions and over 
all the power of the enemy and nothing shall by any means 
hurt you. (Luke 10 vs 19). 
Believers have authority over the power of the enemy to stop 
his attacks against them personally. 

5. Authority of delegated leaders- We should particularly be 
thoughtful to the authority of the church and spiritual 
leaders, who have specifically been assigned as 
representatives of Christ. The Bible says, 
 
“Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they 
watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let 
them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be 
unprofitable for you” (Heb. 13:17). 

 
Christians must be cooperative with their spiritual leaders, who 
are charged with the responsibility to “watch for their souls.” An 
important point revealed from this passage in Hebrews is that it 
appears that all Christians are supposed to be under the 
authority of a spiritual leader. This would also mean that all 
believers should be a part of a local Church which has spiritual 
supervision by a lead elder and his governing elders. 

 

God has established these authorities as the “delegated” 
extensions of His authority. If we resist cooperation, we are in 
effect, resisting God’s own authority and Lordship. This is why 
Paul told wives to submit to their husbands “as to the Lord” (Eph. 
5:22). This is supernatural and the established structure of 
authority.  As  intercessors,  it  is  our  duty  to  pray  for  these 
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authority structures. It is important that we take up the 
responsibility to pray for the souls of the established people. 

 

Rebellion disregards all authority 
 

Just as all authority is related to other authority, all rebellion is 
also inter-related. It does not regard any class of authority. 
Rebellion is “the unwillingness to be ruled by any source other 
than self.” It is an indiscriminate contempt toward all authority. 
It is anti-Christ and full of witchcraft. In the church, it is very real 
and some have termed this type of rebellion as charismatic 
witchcraft. 

 

Our attitude toward Christ as our Lord is directly associated with 
our attitude toward other authority. Jesus Christ cannot be fully 
“Lord” over the person who harbours rebellion toward authority 
figures. The Bible says, “Therefore whoever resists the authority 
resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring 
judgment on themselves” (Rom. 13:2). 

 

One of the pastors I submitted to, Pastor Floris Kotze, taught us 
that if, 

 

“Christ is not Lord of all, then He is not Lord at all”. 
 

This applies to the rebellious in the church in particular. 

The prophet Samuel said, 

“...rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
iniquity and idolatry” (1 Sam. 15:23). 

 

Like I said there are a lot of stubborn people in the church and 
the bible calls this the sin of idolatry, a very serious sin to God. 
Idolatry is when you place any “thing” or person before God! The 
apostle Peter said that those who are corrupt “despise authority” 
(2 Pet. 2:10), and the book Proverbs say, “An evil man seeks only 
rebellion...” (Prov. 17:11). So the rebellious are evil. 
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We should pray that God would turn their hearts around and 
that they must repent, because God Himself will deal with the 
rebellious, just ask Satan. As intercessors, we need to be aware 
of stubborn people and of people who cause rebellion. We meet 
with God to meet with them. We trust that God will deal with 
their stubbornness against the Word and against Godly 
authority. 

 

What about Corrupt Authority? 
 

In the absence of Godly and moral values, there can be abuses 
of authority and perversions in government. We see this in our 
country as day by day news of corruption is being exposed. 
Ordinarily speaking, believers are to co-operate with whatever 
earthly laws or authority, "until" they conflict with the laws of 
God. Christians should be law-abiding people, except in those 
situations where laws depart from the basic moral and righteous 
principles of God’s Word. 

 

This goes also for co-operating with individuals in leadership or 
authority. Even if some in authority appear corrupt, or if we 
disagree with their politics, polity or decisions, we should still 
demonstrate a similar co-operation and respect toward their 
authority as long as their demands don't exceed the boundaries 
of God's laws. 

 

I had the unfortunate task one day to talk to a dear brother of 
mine about his irregular financial administration practices. This 
pastor was a wonderful preacher, a great orator of the Word of 
God. His sayings were so powerful and so profound, you could 
not help but quote the pastor’s words. His people loved him 
dearly. Did I say that he was a very dear friend of mine, whose 
friendship I cherished sincerely? His church ministry made a lot 
of money from tithes and offerings and was legally bound to 
report this on a yearly basis to the South African Revenue 
Services (SARS). Once we were talking about it and I asked him 
if he declares the income to SARS and he replied no. I said to him 
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that he is breaking the law and that if SARS finds out, then he 
will be in trouble. He laughed and said that they will never “clip” 
him. He defiantly disobeyed the law and I said to him that if he 
is not going to declare it, then God the righteous judge will 
expose him. 

 

A few months later, SARS came to visit him and he as the set- 
man had to appear in court for infringing the law of the land. He 
was very cross with me because he said that I “squealed” 
(reported) him to SARS. I said to him that I did not and that God 
is that serious about us as men of God to live right before the 
law that He Himself heard our conversation and caused SARS to 
contact him. Up till today, he thinks that I reported him, but I did 
not, so you know what happened right? He terminated our 
friendship. As sad as that was, I would rather be friends with a 
law-abiding citizen than one that practices lawlessness. 
Christians should be law-abiding individuals, this is pleasing to 
the Lord. 

 
Hierarchies of Spiritual Authority 

 

God has ordained hierarchies of authority in His creation. For 
example, Christ has authority over the church, the husband has 
authority over the wife (Eph 5.23), government has authority 
over the people of a nation (Rom 13.1, 1 Pet 2.13), church 
leaders have authority over their flock (1 Tim 3) and parents 
have authority over their children (Eph 6.1-4). But note that the 
one with greater authority does not have greater value to God 
than one with lesser authority. Rather, those with higher 
authority should take the responsibility, and also protect those 
who are more vulnerable. I like the fact that we must 
differentiate between our value in the kingdom and authority. 
To God, we are all valuable. This is such an important point, 
regardless of the level of the authority that you operate in, God 
still ascribe equal value to what you do! 



36 
 

In order to work in (or sometimes confront) the spirit world, it is 
important to understand spiritual authority. In particular, it is 
important to know the command structure. There is a hierarchy 
in the angelic world according to scripture. Note that Michael, 
one of the chief princes came to the aid of another angel who 
was unable to defeat a prince of Persia (Dan 10.13). The 
cherubim and seraphim seem to have important assignments in 
the presence of God, and then there are myriads of angels (Heb 
12.22). 

 

Our interaction with these forces is inevitable. They are all 
around us. Ephesians 6:12 tells us. 

 

“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 
places.” 

 

While Satan is the challenger of God and of the saints, he is not 
omnipresent. Praise God. Few have actually encountered Satan 
personally. This is an important point to consider because, in the 
body of Christ, I hear so many people talk about the fact that 
they have just encountered Satan. This is erroneous and fleshly. 
Don’t think of yourself too highly. 

 

However, it is a fact that he works in this world through his army 
of demonic forces.  These forces make up the kingdom of Satan 
(Matthew 12:26). 

 

According to Keith Hassal, he postulates that a kingdom has 
differing levels of rule and authority. 

 

Satan is the king of his kingdom with different levels of delegated 
authority beneath him.  Ephesians 6:12 reveals four distinct 
levels: 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%206.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2012.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%206.12
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1. Principalities: The Greek word here is “archas” which 
describes the highest order of delegated rule in Satan’s 
kingdom.   We  get  the  English  word  “architect”  from  this 
word.  Principalities are delegated rulers assigned over 
geographical nations and regions ( Daniel 10:1-21). They are the 
masters “architects” of Satan’s rule in these regions.  Regional 
religious and political systems take on the nature of the 
principalities that rule over them. 

 

2. Powers: The Greek word here is “exousias” which means 
“authorities.”  These “powers” are delegated authorities in 
Satan’s kingdom under principalities.  They might be described 
as   the   “contractors”   who   build   the   “architect’s”   master 
plan.  Satan is called the prince of the power (“exousia”) of the 
air (Ephesians 2:2). 

 

3. Rulers of the darkness of this world:  The Greek word for 
“rulers” is “kosmo-kratoras” which means, “word rulers.”  It can 
also be translated “lords of this world” and “princes of this 
age.”  “Darkness” includes the concepts of destitution, lack of 
light, obscurity, concealment, covering, secrecy, murkiness, 
shadiness, dimness, and death.  In other words, spiritual 
darkness is the spiritual atmosphere that is void of the true 
wisdom,    knowledge,    understanding,    and    authority    of 
God.  Rulers of the darkness of this world are demons assigned 
to cover this world in darkness in order to conceal the true 
knowledge of  God  and  of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ.  (2 
Corinthians 4:4) These rulers of darkness are masters of human 
deception. This darkness is rooted in “philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to the traditions of men, according to the basic 
principles of the world, and not according to Christ.” (Colossians 
2:8) False religions, political mindsets, humanistic philosophies, 
and man-made traditions are powerful influences through which 
Satan blinds men to the truth in different areas of the world. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%2010.1-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%204.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%204.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%202.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%202.8
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4. Spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places:  “Hosts” is 
a word that can also be translated “armies.”  “Wickedness” 
describes the nature of these spirits as being morally bad or 
evil.  The English word for “wicked” is derived from the root 
word that means, “twisted.”  [We get the word “wick” (for a 
candle) from this concept].  Spiritual hosts of wickedness are 
armies of wicked spirits sent forth to twist the truth of God into 
a  lie. They  work  to  twist  man’s  behaviour,  thinking,  and 
character against the moral standard of God.  These are the 
front line demons that oppose our pursuit after God.  It is these 
wicked spirits that come to oppress and demonise the bodies, 
minds, and souls of men10. 

 

Remember that these different authority structures have not 
originated from Satan but from God. Satan had to see it operate 
somewhere for him to duplicate. Remember that God is the 
creator and Satan is just a counterfeiter. There are also thrones 
that the bible speaks about. Colossians 1:16 says, 

 

“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or 
dominions or principalities, or powers, all things were created by 
him and for him.” 

 

Thrones, dominions, principalities or powers were created for 
Jesus. He is enthroned on High and worthy of all honour and 
majesty. He sits on the throne. The Lord has a throne like kings 
on earth. In the first book of Kings: 

 

I saw the Lord sitting on his throne and all the host of heaven 
standing by him on his right hand and on his left (1 Kings 22:19). 

 

Our Lord sits on the throne and all authority is within Him. We 
are safe in Him. Praise the Lord. 
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Chapter 7: 
Names of Demons in the Bible 

 
 

It was a Sunday evening service and we had a visiting pastor who 
came to minister the Word to us. The praise and worship were 
great, the team appeared to be prayed up because they were 
doing a great job. As I was worshipping the Lord, I had the strong 
impression to pray for the worship team. I wanted to question 
this unction but trusted the small inner voice speaking to me. 
While I was interceding for them, I was led to pray for their 
purity, which I did. All of a sudden a heavy, dreadful burden that 
I could not shake off, came over me. I was crying uncontrollably! 
The people around me thought that I was crying because of the 
strong presence of the Lord but I was in a Mara (vision) where I 
could see the private lives of the worship team. I saw their 
private struggles, I saw glimpses of sinful behaviour and my 
weeping for them increased. I saw them struggling with abusive 
relationships, alcohol, drugs, pornography, gambling, and 
clubbing. When I came out of the vision, for a moment I thought 
that I was imagining what I saw. I was new to praying for others. 
I asked the Lord what I was supposed to do with the information 
that I just received. I had an unction not to do anything with it, 
except to pray for them. 

 

A week later on a Saturday evening, I was watching TV and I felt 
a strong unexplainable urge to go to a nightclub. Now, this was 
the first of three times where I would get such an impression to 
go to a nightclub, but this was the first time and it was a very 
strange feeling. I felt led to go to the club and the more I prayed 
about it, the stronger the unction became. So I went to the club. 
The club was called Club Galaxy. When I entered the club, the 
music was loud, people were drinking and appearing to have a 
good time! Not a place for a child of God to be. As I was looking 
around, wondering what I was doing there, I recognised the 
worship team! All of them I saw the previous week in my vision. 
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They were drinking, dancing and participating in very lewd 
activities. 

 

I was disappointed, sad and even angry. That still small voice 
spoke to me and told me to tell them that Jesus loved them and 
that He did not want them to be there in the club. I went to go 
speak to each and every one of them separately. 

 

Guess what? 
 

They did not listen to me, in fact, they thought I was a joke to try 
and tell them that the Lord sent me to them. They told me that 
they could serve the Lord and do their “thang”! I went home very 
disappointed and very hurt because I felt belittled by them. 

 

The Lord spoke to me in prayer and through the Word that 
evening. He told me that I was sent to them as a last chance to 
mend their ways because they gave place to an unclean spirit. 
The spirit’s goal was not only to defile and prostitute them but 
over time, take over their lives completely. They gave “place” to 
the unclean spirits by nightclubbing and by being in the praise 
and worship team at the same time. They were hypocrites trying 
to play both arenas. 

 

They mixed the clean with the unclean. They thought that they 
could do both, but the unclean spirit is not there to do you good, 
it is there to cause you to sin, to deceive you, to defile you and 
ultimately to destroy you (John 10: 10). 

 

This story does not have a happy ending. One by one they were 
exposed, some through homosexual behaviour, some through 
fraud and some just left the church. Some even died. 

 

Don't play with the devil, he will make a fool out of you 32. Just 
ask those worship team members, who thought that they could 
get away with deceiving God’s people with counterfeit piety. The 
piper always gets paid, unless you repent and amend your ways 
before the Lord. 
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The term unclean spirits (akathartos in Greek) is mentioned over 
twenty times in the New Testament11. The unclean spirits are 
searching for people to possess if they are not currently 
possessing someone (Matthew 12:43). Some unclean spirits are 
more evil than others (Luke 11:26) and inflict damage and 
destruction more severely. I know this is not the information we 
want to hear, but we must expose the enemy because we should 
not be ignorant of his devices. 

 

I also know that this is a very sensitive subject that I am entering 
in to. There are some very respectable pastors who I know who 
do not believe in casting out of devils or that evil spirits can hold 
sway over us. Over the last 20 years, I have cast out devils and 
filmed it for evidence. I have heard them speak, cry, threaten me 
and others and I have even seen people’s faces literally 
transform in front of my eyes as the demons were operating 
through them. So I know that they are real and that they don’t 
like us, they hate us! They are real and they are our enemy. 

 

Intercessors, it is important that we understand that we have an 
enemy and that the enemy has a name. When I execute 
deliverance, I don’t need to know their name, I just command 
the unclean spirit to leave the person. However, there are 
instances, that the Bible mentions demons by name. So I think it 
is important that we mention some of them as given by the 
writers of the bible. 

 

This is not an exhaustive list, only the main ones. As daysmen, 
we need to be accurate when we pray. I have drawn upon the 
work of Dr. Elmer Towns to help elucidate this section. 

 

Molech 
 

Dr. Towns claim that although the scriptures never explicitly 
refer to Molech as a demon, the worship of Molech was a 
recurring problem  for  Israel  throughout  the  Old  Testament. 
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Bible Scholars believe that Molech worship came to the region 
of Canaan with the Phoenicians. 

 

You shall not give any of your children to offer them to Molech, 
and so profane the name of your God: I am the Lord. Leviticus 
18:21. 

 

Legion 
 

Demons in the Bible often congregate together and one example 
is Legion. When Jesus arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, 
He encountered a possessed man on the outside of the city in a 
cemetery. And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 

 
He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” And he (not 
she) begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. 
(Mark 5:2-10). The man was not only considered a menace, but 
he had such great strength that he could not be contained. 
When Jesus spoke to the man, the demons within him referred 
to themselves as Legion, for there was not one demon but many. 
So, many demons can at the same time possess or oppress one 
individual.  
My own personal experience with such an entity happened 
about seven years ago. A lady walked into the church service 
completely out of her mind. She was young, beautiful but 
nevertheless had a very wild look in her eyes. I was uneasy 
because I knew that there was going to be a confrontation 
between light and darkness and it was going to be bigger than 
what I was exposed to before. Let’s call her Lina. When we made 
the altar call, she was the first person to respond. Two of my 
pastors were administering deliverance and the queue flowed 
quickly. When she stood in front of me, I had the unction not to 
pray for her as yet. By this time, we have done the usual prayer 
of confession, then the prayer of repentance, then prayer of 
renunciation. Lastly, we were now applying the ministry of 
reconciliation and restoration to the people. I asked Lina a 
simple  question:  “Who  has  hurt  you?”  Immediately  it  was 
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Niagara Falls, but then the crying changed into laughing. The 
ugliest laughing you can imagine, I blew over her and she fell to 
the ground and started slithering on the floor like a snake, 
laughing! She used a lot of profanity and disgusting vile 
language. Needless to say, the church folks were very 
uncomfortable with this! It eventually took five men to pin her 
down with a lady worker standing next to me for assistance. That 
first deliverance on her took more than 8 hours. This was the 
first session and we knew we were in for the long haul. I went to 
the lavatory a few times to go pray and get insight whilst the 
other two pastors were rebuking and casting out the demons. 
The next week we continued with her. All of these sessions were 
private because we don’t want to offend or humiliate anybody. 
I can’t give all the ghastly details because it is such a sad story. 
From an early age, she supported her family and her parents 
were in agreement with her to go into prostitution. She has slept 
with more than a thousand men, was on drugs, had a child with 
one of them and was now living in an upmarket apartment that 
at the time was R15K a night! This lady had many evil spirits 
occupying her and it took three months to effectually get rid of 
all of them. I took my time because I needed to help her get 
healing for her soul. 

 
Over the course of her deliverance, the demons came out of her, 
too many to share here. She forgave her parents, she moved out 
of this fancy hotel, left that industry and the demons left her. 
One of the female pastors in our church walked a road with her, 
loved her, prayed with her, and cried with her and eventually, 
she was free! Guess what, she got her mind back, and today she 
is serving in a church that appreciates and loves her! She wrote 
me a letter a year ago thanking me and our church for helping 
her out of her darkness and into the light. She has shared her 
testimony of freedom with thousands of people and is a beacon 
of hope for those that are still caught up in that terrible industry. 
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That letter meant so much to me. It is one of my most treasured 
possessions, this letter of thanks. To God be all the praise. 

 
Abaddon/Apollyon 

 

The bible mentions the name Abaddon. Abaddon is described by 
John in the following way: 

 

They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit. His 
name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, he is called Apollyon. 
Revelation 9:11 

 

According to Dr. Towns, when the fifth trumpet is blown, the 
‘abyss’ will open and demonic locusts will be released to torture 
those who have not received God’s seal. Their leader will be 
Abaddon, one of Satan’s underlings and leader of the ‘abyss’. 
Abaddon will have a simple mission, inflicting pain and suffering 
on those who have not responded to God and accepted Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. 

 

Python 
 

Lying/divination spirits. The term Pytho or Python is first 
mentioned in Acts when Paul casts the spirit of divination out of 
a girl. The account is found in Acts 16:16 when Paul encounters 
a girl possessed with a spirit of divination. The word divination 
in this verse comes from the Greek word for puthon, which 
translates into English as "python. This is a lying spirit that can 
provide false prophecies and veiled lies that is aimed at 
destroying the people of God. This spirit chokes the life out of 
God’s people. We must discern evil spirits amongst us. 

 

Belial 
 

This name means “worthless” or “hopeless ruin.” In 2 Cor, 6:15 
Paul uses it as a name for Satan as the epitome of worthlessness, 
hopeless ruin and the source of all idolatry and religion which is 
also hopeless or futile. This spirit wants to ruin God’s people 
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through religious practices that are void of the life and liberty of 
God. 

 

Beelzebul 
 

According to bible.org, there are three possible spellings of this 
word and each has a different meaning: (1) Beelzebul means 
“lord of the dung,” a name of reproach. (2) Beelzebub means 
“lord of the flies.” These are names of reproach and of 
uncleanness that are applied to Satan, the prince of the demons 
and uncleanness. (3) Beelzeboul, means, “the lord of the 
dwelling.” This would identify Satan as the god of the unclean 
spirit  of  demon possession31.The  scripture references (Matt. 
12:24; Mark 3:22). 

 

The Evil One 
 

In these two passages, Satan is described of as “the evil one.” 
(John 17:15; 1 John 5:9) 

 

The Dragon 
 

(Rev. 12:7) In this passage, Satan is called “the dragon.” The 
Greek word is drakwn and refers to a “hideous monster, a 
dragon, or large serpent.” This word stresses the cruel, vicious, 
and blood thirsty character and power of Satan. This name is 
especially related to his end-time character and world system 
when God removes all restraints and allows him to go his natural 
way, to become what he naturally is. The devil is not cute, he is 
evil and malicious. 

 

The Accuser of the Brethren 
 

(Rev. 12:10) While some might list this as simply one of the 
characterisations of Satan, it is so much a part of his behaviour, 
that it seems appropriate to list it under his names. Satan is 
called “the Accuser,” a fitting title because night and day he is at 
work accusing believers when they sin. The Greek word for 
“accuser”   is   kathgwr,   which   refers   to   one   who   brings 
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condemning accusations against others. We must be careful that 
we don’t allow the accuser to work through us in accusing our 
brothers and sisters. This seems to be a common practice 
amongst believers and has caused much damage in churches. It 
is now a well-known fact that people who accuse others have no 
self-respect and they suffer from a poor self-image. People with 
healthy self-images do not venture to bring an accusation 
against their brothers and sisters. 

 

In closing off this section, I have included these names for your 
perusal and consideration. There are more, but I leave that for 
your self-study. The reason for this is so that we should not be 
ignorant of the schemes and the plans of the devil. 

 

1 Peter 5:8-9 “Be sober and alert. Your enemy the devil, like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast 
in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by 
your brothers in the world.” 

 

An understanding of Satan’s names is helpful and is loaded with 
inferences. Unfortunately, because many people are ignorant of 
his nature and schemes, they become sitting ducks for his 
attacks. Some, of course, go way beyond the teaching of 
Scripture and find a demon behind every problem they face. Not 
so with us. We must be balanced in our approach. 
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Chapter 8: 
Knowing your enemy 

 
 
  The subject of worship is an important subject for intercessors to 

comprehend. Everything revolves around worship and as 
intercessors, we must not get caught up in all the sideshows of 
worship like worship styles, songs, music and a host of things 
that diverts our attention from the true fight for worship.  

  We must all appreciate that we all worship differently, the 
common denominator is not in the difference, 
but worship that is in Spirit and in Truth. In worship, the will of 
God is the issue for those who worship in Spirit and in Truth, in 
witchcraft, it is your will that desires to design the outcome. 

 
When I was a young Christian my joy was always to lead people 
into the presence of the Lord by means of praise and worship. 
One particular afternoon at the Technikon where I studied, the 
praise and worship were great and the students responded with 
great enthusiasm. The worship gave way to singing in other 
tongues as the Spirit gave us utterance. It was beautiful, it really 
was. The Lord came to visit us and worshipping the Lord with 
other tongues became very intimate and holy. No one wanted 
to stop and we just continued for over an hour just singing in 
tongues. There was no leader, no one encouraging anyone to do 
this, it was marvelous. Until a bright spark decided to take 
control of the meeting and revert back to singing in English. It 
was very subtle, not very noticeable but the guy wanted to take 
control of the meeting because there were real power and 
anointing in the place. Oh, how imprudent that person was! 
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To my shame, I must confess that I was that unwise person. I 
wanted to take control of the atmosphere. I was young and 
wanted to prove that I could “flow “with the Spirit. No one knew, 
besides me and the Holy Spirit that I was in the flesh. That what 
I longed for at that moment was to be large and in charge. I often 
wondered what would have happened if I had not tried to take 
control of that meeting. That ugly moment, the Holy Spirit is still 
using today as a reminder to me, not to control others. I have 
coined a term and I call it: D.I.M.E. It was birthed out of that 
experience. It stands for Dominate, Intimidate, Manipulate, 
Emotional blackmail. All the things we should not do to others. 

 

You see, the above situation is called charismatic witchcraft! 
Witchcraft is the practice of trying to control others for personal 
gain. Charismatic (using your spiritual gifts) witchcraft (D.I.M.E.) 
is exercising control over other Christians by leaders or by 
anyone for that matter. This is rife in the church. We don’t 
D.I.M.E others for control! Witchcraft is the effort to invoke and 
control spiritual power. 

 

In church circles, we call it charismatic witchcraft. Man cannot 
control the True God, all forms of witchcraft are, in fact, 
trafficking with demons. Don’t dance with the devil, he will make 
a fool out of you, you might think that you are in charge, but the 
piper must be paid. 

 

The devil quoted the word to Jesus 
 

I want you to consider for a moment that not everyone is serving 
the True Lord Jesus Christ. Today there are people calling on the 
name of Jesus, a false Jesus, who is not to be confused with Jesus 
the Christ. For true worshippers “Thy Will be done”, is always 
what we are after. For false worshippers, they call on a false 
Jesus so that their will can be done, by any means necessary. 
Today in some circles, we have “witch doctors” for pastors and 
the flock is unaware of it because they want their own will and 
their own way to be done, no matter the cost. 
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We must allow the Spirit of the Lord to guide us to discern the 
differences between the truths in God’s Word as well as evil 
articulated in charismatic witchcraft wrapped in Bible 
quotations. The devil quoted the Word to Jesus! Today there are 
a lot of evil men in the pulpit that does the same. I like to call 
them “pimps in the pulpit”. They quote the Bible to gullible 
church goers. The story is about money, money, money. If you 
have it, then they want it from you. If you want healing, money, 
name, fame, and acclaim, then you must give them money so 
that you can have the same. The deciding factor should be who 
is in control as stated earlier. Man is not in control but God is 
and that is what we need to teach people when it comes to 
prayer. 

 

Please remember this. The good news is, that there are real men 
of God that does the will of God. God, Himself has given them as 
shepherds for His flock. (Jer3:15). These true men of God, call 
them elders, call them shepherds, and call them pastors, 
whatever you call them, treasure them and honour them. For 
they are God’s vessels to feed the flock of God with good 
knowledge and understanding of Him. 

 

There are some real spirits who have influenced generations of 
worshippers into false worshippers of Satan. We have to get 
those (worshippers) out of that camp. So we need to understand 
what the enemy does to divert our attention. He does it through 
the following activities and sadly, we as the church are not 
always in the right ring when the fight is happening. I believe the 
following occultic practices must be addressed amongst 
believers and unbelievers as the Lord brings them into our 
sphere of influence. 

 

Divination 
 

According to Dr. Elmar Towns12, Divination was one of the 
specific practices named by Moses in his prohibition of occult 
worship (Deut. 18:10). Often this practice included the killing of 
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a chicken or some small animal, and on some occasions to 
observe its liver to determine the state of affairs and direction 
of the immediate future (Ezek. 21:21). Divination is an 
illegitimate means of determining the will of God. The Christian 
desiring to know the will of God should consult the Scriptures, 
not the stars (Ps. 119:9). 

 

Necromancy 
 

Necromancy is an effort to communicate with and interrogate 
the dead. God forbids this completely as the Bible teaches, the 
dead are unable to communicate with the living (Luke 15:27-31). 
It stands to reason that those who claim to have this ability are 
lying or are themselves deceived. In either case, the 
necromancer was considered an abomination unto the Lord 
(Deut. 18:11, 12). Today you have popular TV shows where the 
dead are contacted on behalf of the living. There is even a new 
craze where born-again believers are sleeping on the graves of 
dead men and women of God to obtain their anointing. We have 
to teach the church that this is wrong! It does not matter how 
well known the church or its members are, the bible does not 
teach us to do this and so we know that this is wrong. 

 

Magic 
 

Those who practice magic are under certain limits as to what 
they can accomplish (Dan. 4:7). Even when it appears that 
magicians are able to duplicate the power of God, they still fall 
short of what God is able to accomplish (Exod. 7:11, 12). Don’t 
think that this is trickery, this is real and it is hidden in plain sight. 
When we watch the proliferation of movies that have magical 
themes, most of them show incantations and magic formulas 
that hook our little children because it is portrayed as innocent 
movies. Let’s protect our children and don’t allow them to watch 
it. Don’t let them watch cartoons on their own, you will be 
surprised what they are exposed to when you are not there to 
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protect them. Sit with your children and explain to them why it 
wrong and why you don’t want them to watch such evil. 

 

Sorcery 
 

Dr. Towns contends that magic and sorcery are closely related. 
Magic usually relates to accomplishing specific acts such as rods 
becoming serpents whereas sorcery relates more closely with 
calling upon demons to create situations around people. Their 
practices may also include the use of mood-changing or mind- 
altering drugs. So many of our people are tricked into sorcery 
through drugs and sex and once in, they can only come out by 
the fervent prayer of righteous intercessors. 

 

Witchcraft 
 

Around the world today, there exists a growing number of those 
who call themselves witches. Witchcraft is directly opposed to 
God (Deut. 18:10). When Saul became the first king of Israel, one 
of his first acts was to ban the practice of witchcraft from the 
kingdom (1 Sam. 28:9). A witch is one who makes use of magic 
and sorcery to accomplish the will of demons. Today you can go 
on the internet and literally dial up a witch. They are not hidden 
in plain sight anymore, they are out and they are contending for 
souls! 

 

Astrology 
 

One of the oldest forms of the occult still practiced today is 
astrology. Contemporary astrology is a combination of what 
astrological cults practiced in Babylon, Egypt, and Canaan. In 
Canaan, astrology centered on the bull. The worship of the 
golden calf, child sacrifices to Molech, and Baal worship were all 
part of Canaanite astrology. The Old Testament is very clear to 
prohibit God’s people from involvement there. 

 

In Egypt, God challenged the astrological gods of Egypt in 
sending ten plagues which directly attacked the authority of 
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those gods. The highest of the Egyptian gods was Ra, the sun 
god. Three days of darkness was a direct indictment against the 
religion of Egypt. It must be noted that there is a difference 
between astrology which is bad and astronomy which is good. 
Astronomy is the scientific study of the sun, moon, stars, 
universe etc. while astrology is the study of movements and 
positions of stars and planets in the belief that they influence 
human behaviour and destiny. Do not confuse the two. 
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Chapter 9: 
Daysmen who can see beyond sin. 

 
 

Even with all these false worship that is among us, God is still 
expecting us to love Him and love those whom He created. Love 
God, love people! God is not looking for those who can see the 
sin and faults in others and then proceed to expose and curse 
it.  Anyone can and will do that.  No, Jesus is looking for those 
who can see beyond the sin and the problem and seek the 
throne of heaven for grace and solutions. You need to see with 
more than your physical eyes what God wants to do. 

 

Sight is a function of the eyes, whilst vision is a function of the 
heart. You need to have the heart to see! We must see people 
beyond their sin and into their sainthood! 

 

God is looking for people who can stand in the gap for others 
without any judgment towards them, and who would cry out to 
God for their souls, their salvation, and their wholeness. He is 
looking for those who can see God’s plan for the people and then 
stand in the gap as intercessors so that God will not have to 
destroy them in judgment. You see intercession is just not 
praying to God, but practicing love in action. 

 

The profession of the intercessor is not one of judgment and 
destruction but one who pleads for mercy and grace until God 
brings the restoration and repentance. This is indeed Christ-like 
and unselfish to commit to and more important to practice. 
Intercessors must have the belief that God can save, deliver and 
heal the worst of the worst and they stand in the gap believing 
that when people are willing to turn to God, that God’s mercy 
will always triumph over judgment (James 2:13). Always! God 
can save from the gutter-most to the uppermost! Intercessors 
must always believe that God can and will have mercy on people. 
NEVER judgment, always mercy. Judging is in our nature, and yes 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%202.13
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we will judge angels and yes we must judge accurately, but not 
the judging that condemns. That is God’s business. 

 

Some of the main Intercessors in the bible 
 

God is looking for intercessors! We are living in a world where 
millions of people are perishing every day. This is against the will 
of God, because He does not want anyone to perish, but He 
wants us to have eternal life. We must make intercession part of 
our ministries and teach people how to intercede. We must give 
our churches and our people examples of what they must pray 
for. One of the ways we can achieve this is to show explicit 
examples in the bible where men and women of God interceded 
for others. Here are some examples that I came across, I am sure 
that you can find more. 

 

Some examples: 
 

 Abraham ( One of my favourite examples) Gen 18 

 Moses intercedes for Israel (Exodus 34:8-9) 

 Daniel interceding for the Jews (Dan 9:33-35) 

 Jeremiah interceding for Jerusalem (Jeremiah 14:20-21) 

 Elijah prayed for the drought, he prophesied it  to begin and 
to end (James 5:17-18) 

 Jesus in the New Testament, praying for the Church (John 17) 
 Paul praying for the Ephesians ( Ephesians 3:14-20) 

 

So I know what some of you ladies are thinking, where are the 
examples of the women intercessors in the bible? Intercession, 
as I proposed before, is more than just prayer, it is also standing 
in the gap in practical demonstrations. Here are some examples 
of women who interceded with action rather than just prayer 
alone. 
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Here are my favourite ones: 
 

 Miriam’s praise to God after being delivered from the 
hand of the Egyptians in the wilderness ( Exodus 15 vs 20). 

 Zipporah saving Moses and his child when God tried to 
kill him. Zipporah’s quick thinking and cutting off of the 
foreskin saved Moses’ life (Ex 4 vs. 18-31). 

 Hannah made her requests known to God for a son for 
her husband’s lineage to continue. It is one of the most 
beautiful intercessions/mutterings you will read, especially 
verse 9-11 (1 Sam 1:3-17). 

 Esther reminds us to be bold in our prayers. Prayer and 
action are what intercession is about. Esther displays this 
with poise and passion (Esther 4: 16). 

 Anna dedicated her life to prayer and fasting. Her example 
of prayer is worthy of imitation. Anna teaches us about 
prayer and fasting as well as prophetic patience. We find her 
story in the New Testament (Luke 2: 36-38). 

 

Have you heard of Huldah? 
 

The first female prophet named in the Old Testament Scriptures 
is Miriam, and the last female prophet is Huldah. Huldah was a 
prophet in Jerusalem during the reign of Josiah, and her story is 
found in 2 Kings 22 and 2 Chronicles 34. According to Shawna 
Atteberry, Huldah was the first prophet to declare written words 
to be the word of God. 

 

She is the first whose words of judgment are centered on a 
written document as no others have been before her. Atteberry 
further postulates that manuscripts had been accumulating for 
years, if not centuries and that for the first time a prophet 
proclaims the writing to be God’s word. What is so remarkable 
is that this prophet was a woman and this action of hers started 
the process that would eventually give us canonized Scripture13. 
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There are many more wonderful women in the bible who 
interceded not only in prayer but also in practice. Their message 
of intercession is one that stimulates fresh belief in the ability of 
God to hear and answer us. This is what intercession is about, 
not only praying the will of God but also doing the will of God. 
We owe a great debt of gratitude to all the wonderful examples 
of intercessors in the bible who shows us that when men and 
women pray, God answers! 
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Chapter 10: 
Apostolic prayer and kingdom culture 

 
 

Acts 2: 42 "And they were continually devoting themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer." 

 

Have you wondered how and what the apostles prayed? What 
made them so powerful in the demonstration of power and the 
manifestation of the Kingdom of God? I believe that it had to do 
with the fact that they exercised apostolic culture on a daily 
basis. They followed the now Word of God as revealed by the 
apostles. They fellowshipped and had communion and they 
prayed. 

 

Not to split hairs on this issue but there is a pattern that 
emerges. People who pray together, have more results when 
they are also in communion through the communion of the 
Lord’s Table. The focus of believers sharing the sacraments is not 
just to experience the Spirit, but to experience the body who is 
present. To discern one another is an important imperative 
which needs to be restored to our gatherings. When we do that 
we have deeper communion together as we share the burdens 
of kingdom life with each other through fellowship around the 
Word. 

 

This is made possible when the centricity of our fellowship is 
based on apostolic revelation from the Word which the Father 
provides in building the Ecclesia. 

 

As intercessors, we must not just pray, but we have to pray with 
perspicuity about what the Father is releasing in the earth today. 

 

As apostolic culture is becoming more prevalent in our day, so 
are fresh revelations concerning apostolic Intercession. Tamo 
Naidoo is one of the proponents of Apostolic Culture and he 
proposes that the New Testament church should include the 
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apostles’ doctrine, fellowship, the breaking of bread and prayers 
as key pillars to apostolic liturgical gatherings 14. This truism is an 
imperative that must be cemented amongst believers again. 

 

Apostolic Intercession calls forth a fresh order for the church in 
a city or region. It calls for the watchmen on the walls and the 
gatekeepers of the city to walk in an Amos 3: 3 agreement. This 
practice of prayer must carry “legislative weight". Our prayers 
must mature to more than words but to actual possession of the 
Kingdom. I believe that prayer is the vehicle to get us there, but 
that actual possession still needs to manifest. This is one of the 
observable critiques, that we have not made the Kingdom visible 
as our older brother did. Possession does not speak to great 
services or big crowds coming together but influencing all 
spheres of life. As daysmen, let’s pray for His Kingdom to come 
on earth as it is in Heaven. Let’s pray that the Kingdom will 
become visible amongst us. 

 

Use the prayers of the apostle Paul to guide you in this 
endeavour. 

 

Furthermore, we should also consider praying: 
 

1. That God will reveal the city apostles and city prophets in 
the city who must take up their positions to bring the city 
to order to the glory of the Father. 

2. That God’s order of the twin movement of apostles and 
prophets explode over the region so that they can 
demonstrate how the landscape looks “after the 
reformation of the church”. 

3. That God's order is established in our region. Pray that 
Watchmen on the Walls and Gatekeepers of the city walk 
together. 

4. That God would raise up a mighty apostolic reformation 
that will surpass any previous move of God in our region. 
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5. That God will bring us into skillful wisdom and 
understanding about His desire for this specific epoch of 
time. 

6. That the son in the Son corporately will be revealed 
amongst the Ecclesia. 

7. That the tribes, so to speak will “gather” together to form 
a nation under one Father (Gen 49 vs 1, 2). 

 

With apostolic culture, there is much emphasis on the “us” and 
the “we” and togetherness instead of “me, myself and I”. 
Confluence and convergence of hearts that beat in analogous 
syncopation with heaven is preferred over long debates around 
doctrinal differences and that which separates us. 

 

When we start praying apostolic prayers over our churches and 
regions and we use the bible as a guide for these prayers then 
our intercession becomes powerful, accurate and complete. 
There are some great examples of these types of prayers in the 
old and New Testament. In the next chapter, we will have a look 
at a few of them. 
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Chapter 11: 
Intercessory prayers in the bible 

 
 

The Bible is full of examples of intercessory prayer, both in the 
Old Testament and the New Testament. It gives us a picture of 
how to pray intercessory prayers. I am taking a number of 
prayers in the Bible which you can literally just put your name in 
and pray it. These are some of my favourites. You are welcome 
to find your favourite ones too. 

 

Abraham’s Prayer for Sodom: 
 

Genesis 18:20-33 “So the men turned from there and went 
toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord. Then 
Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the 
righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous 
within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare 
it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such 
a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the 
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the Lord said, “If I find 
at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for 
their sake...” 

 

Moses’ Prayer, Interceding For Israel: 
 

Exodus 32:11-13 “But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, 
“O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, 
whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power 
and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil 
intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to 
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your 
burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. 
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom 
you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your 
offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
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promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it 
forever.” 

 

Elijah Asks God to Reveal Himself to the People: 
 

I Kings 18:36-37 “At the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah 
the prophet came near and said, “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and 
that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at 
your word. Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people may 
know that you, O Lord, are God and that you have turned their 
hearts back.” 

 

Daniel’s Prayer, Identifying with the Sins of His People: 
 

Daniel 9:4-19 “I prayed to the Lord my God and made confession, 
saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, we have sinned and done wrong and acted 
wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from your commandments 
and rules. We have not listened to your servants the prophets, 
who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, 
and to all the people of the land… O Lord, according to all your 
righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your 
city Jerusalem, your holy hill because for our sins, and for the 
iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem, and your people have become 
a byword among all who are around us. Now, therefore, O our 
God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for 
mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord, make your face to shine 
upon your sanctuary, which is desolate. O my God, incline your 
ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our desolations and the city 
that is called by your name. For we do not present our pleas 
before you because of our righteousness, but because of your 
great mercy. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention 
and act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my God, because your 
city and your people are called by your name.” 
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In the New Testament 
 

Before going to the Father, Jesus intercedes for His followers: 
John 17:6-26 

 

“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. 
They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your 
word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes 
from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they 
accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, 
and they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not 
praying for the world, but for those, you have given me, for they 
are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory 
has come to me through them. I will remain in the world no 
longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you 
gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. While I was with 
them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave 
me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so 
that Scripture would be fulfilled.” 

 

Stephen’s Prayer, for his murderers, at the point of his death: 
 

Acts 7:60 “Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.” 

 

Paul’s apostolic prayer for the Ephesians: 
 

Ephesians 3:14-20 “For this reason I kneel before the Father, from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray 
that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s 
holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge— 
that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
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Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask 
or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.” 

 

Paul’s Prayer for the Philippians: 
 

Philippians 1:9-11 “And this is my prayer: that your love may 
abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that 
you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and 
praise of God.” 

 

Paul’s prayer for the Colossians. 
 

Epaphras always laboring fervently for you in prayers that you 
may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. (Col. 4:12) 

 

Paul’s Prayer for the Colossians: 
 

Colossians 1:9-12 “for this reason, since the day we heard about 
you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God 
to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom 
and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in 
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so 
that you may have great endurance and patience, and giving 
joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.” 

 

It is encouraging to know that God has given us examples of how 
prayers can be apostolically inspired. We don’t have to make up 
these prayers, it has already been given to us. What we have to 
do is to understand the spirit of the prayer and release the words 
and the spirit when we pray. “Practice makes perfect”, so choose 
an example of any of apostle Paul’s prayers and pray it until it 
becomes your prayers that you can pray over the nations, over 
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the  cities,  over  the  churches,  over  your  families,  over  your 
friends and over yourself. 
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Chapter 12: 
You get different types of intercessors 

 
 

In one of the prayer summits where Apostle Tudor Bismark 
ministered, he shared that there are different types of 
intercessors and that these intercessors are not always in 
church15. 

 

There are four levels of intercessors.  The level you are on does 
not define your spiritual level.  It defines in a sense “what” you 
pray for. 

 

 People:   These are people who are on the ground.  They 
pray for immediate on the ground needs.  They know the 
needs   of   individuals.    They   have   the   pulse   of   the 
people.   Usually,  this  level  consists of  evangelists.   They 
stand in the gap for the lost, deceived, blind, sick, etc. 

 

 Priest: Usually consist of church leaders and pastors.  They 
have a responsibility to make sure the presence of God 
manifests.  It is the responsibility of the pastor and 
leadership to pray for the presences of God.  Spiritual 
warfare for a church body, community or region should be 
led by the pastor, he is on the front line. This group discerns 
what is going on in the house.  They have a license to pray 
for things and people who affect atmospheres. 

 

 Prophets: This  group of  intercessors moves in  the 
prophetic.  They pray “trigger” prayers; prayers of “what 
can be” and foster atmospheres of faith, hope and the 
supernatural.  When this group speaks a word it will 
manifest. 

 

 Princes – Business people.  This group intercedes through 
giving. They may never stand in front of a group and speak 
publically, their role is to give toward the need. The supply is 
directed first for their set man. This is to ensure that the set 
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man is not living below the level of the congregation. It is 
inaccurate if the minister does all the work and Gal 6: 6 is not 
in operation. There need to be intercessors who pray for the 
needs of the pastor. These are the princes of intercession 
because they can pray and they can give to the ministry. 

 

Four main duties of an intercessor 
 

Put in a different context, the function and the duties of 
intercessors are also portrayed in the following way 16. 

 

1. An Intercessor is one who reminds the Lord of His promises 
until they are fulfilled. 

 

Isaiah 62:6 &7, "I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; 
They shall never hold their peace day or night. You who make 
mention of the Lord, do not keep silent and give Him no rest 'til 
He establishes and 'til He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth." 

 
2. An Intercessor is one who fights (or pleads) for Justice to 
prevail on behalf of another. 

 

Isaiah 59:15 & 16,"So truth fails, and he who departs from evil 
makes himself a prey. Then the Lord saw it, and it displeased Him 
that there was no justice. He saw that there was no man, and 
wondered that there was no intercessor; Therefore His own arm 
brought salvation for Him; and His own righteousness, it 
sustained Him." 

 

3. An intercessor is one who builds the wall (or hedge) of 
protection. In this situation, we are standing in between 
someone to protect them from danger and helping them build a 
spiritual wall so that eventually that person can stand in health 
and wholeness. 
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Ezekiel 13:4-5 "O Israel, Your prophets are like foxes in the 
deserts. You have not gone up into the gaps (breaches) to build a 

wall for the house of Israel to stand in battle on the day of the 
Lord." 

 
4. An intercessor is one who stands between God's judgment 
and His people and pleads for mercy. 

 

Ezekiel 22:29-30, "The people of the land have used oppression, 
committed robbery, and mistreated the poor and needy; and they 
wrongfully oppress the stranger. So I sought for a man among 
them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on 
behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one." 

 

When you stand in the gap for someone else, the poor, the 
needy, the mistreated, the stranger and even those who are 
willfully doing wrong, then you must know Gods eyes are upon 
you. God is looking, seeking, for a man, an intercessor, that He 
would meet with so that He will not destroy a nation, a land or 
a people. The Bible says in Ezekiel that He could not find anyone. 
The severity of this statement fills me with fear because God 
says He could find no one that stands in the gap for someone 
else. As daysman in the Daysman, our older brother has shown 
us, on the cross of Calvary how to stand in the gap for the 
mistreated, the poor, the needy and even those that sin willfully, 
we must do the same. 
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Chapter 13: 
Prophetic Intercessors in the house of God 

 
 

God is busy restoring the House of David in the earth. In the book 
of Acts 15: 16, 17, there was a dispute amongst the believers. I 
term it the first big gang fight of the Church age. It was about 
salvation by grace through faith alone in the Word versus, the 
requirements of circumcision, law-abiding and ritual law 
keeping. The author, James, then quoted Amos 9: 11-12 to prove 
that the Gentile salvation was not contrary to God’s plan for 
Israel. Those Gentiles do not have to become Jews to be saved. 

 

What has this got to do with Intercession? We see here that it 
was Jesus’s mission to take for Himself a people by His name 
from the Gentiles and to rebuild the Tabernacle of David to 
include them also. That means you and I. Notice the prophecy in 
(Amos 9:11, 12.) The reason for the restoration of David’s 
tabernacle was that the remnant of Edom and the Gentiles 
called by his name would be possessed/reconciled. Edom was 
the name given to Esau and his descendants. Esau was Isaac’s 
son who sold his birthright to Jacob. 

 

What is the point? 
 

God is interested in reconciling to Himself, all those who have 
sold their birthright, which all of mankind did in Adam. It is God’s 
will that none should perish but that all should come to 
repentance. 

 

The apostles believed that this prophecy was fulfilled in part 
with the salvation of the Gentiles. When the council at Jerusalem 
convened to discuss what to do about the reports of converted 
Gentiles, James quotes the passage from Amos. 
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Here is his interpretation of what Amos said: 
 

“After this I will return and will rebuild the tabernacle of David 
which has fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will set it up; 
So that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, even all the 
Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord who does all 
these things”(Acts 15:16-18). 

 

So, the restoration of the house of David is very relevant to us, 
however, it will not just happen, someone must stand in the gap 
to pray this through! We, therefore, need to understand the 
importance of the House of David to intercede prophetically for 
the church today. 

 

Who put the intercessors in place? 
 

King David and the prophet Samuel were the ones who put the 
gatekeepers in their place. The calling of the gatekeepers was 
officially confirmed by Samuel the seer and King David (1 Chron. 
9:22). The prophet, king and priest ministry resides in all the 
believers today. Because everything must be done in decency 
and in order (1 Cor. 14: 40), it is my conviction, as a set man, that 
intercessors must be appointed within the church to pray and 
give birth to the various imperatives in the church. There must 
be a time of separation and appointment by leadership 
otherwise intercessors can mess up the atmosphere in the 
church with their own fleshly revelations. 

 

Gatekeepers and Intercessors had specific tasks 
 

According to Jansen of Harvestnet, gatekeepers and intercessors 
have similar roles17. The gatekeepers were appointed and put in 
their place and certain tasks were given to them. And so we 
know that the prophetic intercessors have each received a 
specific task from the Lord. 
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Intercessors who prayed for the nations: 
 

The gatekeepers were placed at every gate, the entrances to the 
tent of meeting, on the four sides, east, west, north, and south 
(1 Chron. 9: 24). These represent the nations and the ministry of 
praying for the nations, which certain intercessors are tasked 
with. Although the duties of the gatekeeper can be confused 
with that of a porter/usher, the two are not the same. Some had 
a spiritual duty and some duties were physical in nature. 

 

Intercessors that pray for the ministry and money of the 
church: 

 

The chief gatekeepers were entrusted with the responsibility for 
the rooms and treasures in the house of God. These gatekeepers 
would spend the night stationed around the house of God 
because they had to guard it. They opened the gates each 
morning. This I believe represents the assignment to pray 
specifically for the ministries in the church (1 Chron. 9:26) or for 
the finances in the church (2 Chron 31:14). I believe that God has 
given to some intercessors special faith to believe Him for the 
finances that are needed to do a specific work for the church. 

 

The Names of the Gatekeepers and Their Meanings: 
 

Jansen further counsels that gatekeepers are a type of prophetic 
intercessors in our time and that the names of the gatekeepers 
can give us some sort of indication what intercessors must do 
today in the house of the Lord. I consider that we can glean some 
important imperatives from it. There are many gatekeepers 
mentioned, however, I have decided to concentrate on only 
some of the names. This will give us a good idea of how 
important this function is. The awareness of the function is to 
recognise that there can be different flows coming out of an 
intercessor. Not every intercessor has the same grace. There is a 
different grace for every race that we are in. 
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SHALLUM (1 Chron 9) was the chief over the porters and his 
name means: to restore, to pay retribution, to hand out 
deserved punishment for evil done. This type of intercessor 
pronounces retributions. 

 

To further strengthen this idea we can see in Psalm 149 that the 
sons of Zion must rejoice in the Lord in song, instruments, and 
dance. Verses 5-9 says the godly one will sing for joy on their 
beds. With the high praises of God in their mouth and a two- 
edged sword (Heb. 4:12) in their hand, they will execute 
vengeance on nations, peoples, and kings. I accept as truth that 
the nations and kings in Psalm 149:7-9 are demonic principalities 
and powers that are binding the people. As intercessors, we 
must use the tools of prayer, of the word, sing songs and play on 
instruments before the Lord to combat the enemy. Here are 
more names and meanings of intercessors. I hope that this will 
in some way help you identify the grace that you have as well for 
specific intercessory prayers. 

 

Name Meaning 

AKKUB 
 

Intercessors who cast 
out devils 

Pursuer, to follow in order to 
overtake and capture.  We are not to 
be chased by the enemy and his 
demons but are to dispel them. 

TELEM/TALMON 
 

Intercessors who 
judge the enemy 

To  break  upon  or  treat  violently: 
Intercession is going after the enemy 
of our souls with a vengeance using 
the judgment written, which is the 
sword of the Word. 

MESHELEMIAH 
 

Intercessors who 
pray for specific 
assignments 

(1 Chron 9:21): United with God for a 
specific purpose. : Jesus is our 
Intercessor, but He chooses to share 
that burden with some of us, His 
intercessors. 
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JEDIAEL 
 

Intercessors who love 
worship 

(1   Chron   26):   Knowing   God:   An 
intercessor knows God and has an 
intimate relationship with Him and 
knows His heart. This is for every 
intercessor. 

ZEBADIAH 
 

Prophetic Intercessor 

God has given: This ministry is a gift 
from God to His church (Eph.4:11). He 
is someone who has a prophetic 
anointing, a prophet. 

OTHNI 
 

Birthing Intercessors 

Forcible. (The violent take it by force 
Matt 11:12): Some intercessors are 
used in birthing or ‘pushing through’ 
in prayer the ministries and purposes 
of the Lord. 

REPHAEL 
 

Healing Intercessors 

God heals. We can stand in the gap 
when someone sins any sin not 
leading to death.   (James 5:16 the 
prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much. Also 1 John 5:16.) This is a 
specific commission for a specific 
intercessor. He is as it were a 
specialist in this, but other 
intercessors can be called upon by 
God to pray for the sick. 

ELAM 
 

Governing 
Intercessors 

Concealed   or   hidden.   (1Chron26) 
Intercession  takes  place  behind 
closed doors. This describes the 
hidden prayer ministry of all 
intercessors. 

JOAH Like Jehovah. The intercessor is the 
one with whom God wants to share 
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Priestly 
Intercessor/Prophetic 

His heart. He knows God’s heartbeat. 
He is a friend of God like Abraham 
was. 

SIMRI 
 

Discerning 
Intercessor 

Watchful,  alert.  As  you  know  the 
firstborn in a family in Israel had 
certain privileges and blessings above 
the other brothers. Simri was lifted up 
by his father and made chief even 
though he was not firstborn. 

 
 
As you know the gift of discerning of spirits makes one able to 
distinguish between what is of the Lord and what is of an evil 
spirit. Not only that, but some are given this gift to discern the 
way and will of the Holy Spirit in a meeting or situation. Many 
prophetic intercessors are ‘alert’ in this way and able to 'see' and 
know what the Spirit is doing now and what He wants to do next. 
One needs to be sensitive to what the Spirit wants to do because 
when you carry on prophesying when God wants to heal, you are 
bound to miss what the Lord wants. 

 

We need to know the will of the Lord for the meeting and so the 
Lord gives this anointing to whom He will. Simri is a ‘chief’ 
anointing just as Shallum’s is, and that is explained above. There 
will always be in every meeting, as the Spirit wills, someone who 
knows the mind of the Lord for that meeting. This makes him 
chief. Selah! 
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Chapter 14: 
The importance of hearing the voice of God 

 
 

God spoke to Adam in the garden. He told Noah to build an ark. 
He spoke to Moses in a burning bush. He promised Abraham a 
son. Paul heard His voice on the way to Damascus. He spoke to 
you when you got born again, that is a sure indication that you 
can hear the voice of God. He called you and you answered. 

 

God can communicate the way He wants to and very differently 
to different people. Below I mention some of the ways that I 
believe He communicates. The primary way God does 
communicate is through His Word and that should be your first 
port of call. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:16 “… but we have the mind of Christ.” 
 

It is from this mind that all born‐again believers receive and 
minister. How do you know what is from God and what is not? 
The more you spend time with God the more you know His 
voice, His moods and the way He communicates. Time and 
discerning are what you need to hear. So take your time. 

 

1. Through His Word 
 

2 Timothy 3:16 says that all Scripture is “God-breathed.” His 
Word sometimes gives us a warning, a word of encouragement, 
or a lesson for life. God is whispering, and sometimes shouting, 
all through His Word, giving us instructions and principles for 
life. As we interpret Scripture by Scripture, we avoid the false 
logic and confusions that sneak into our world. The Word is 
always the safest way to hear the Spirit breathing His Word to 
you. So listen closely. 
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2. Through His Son, Jesus Christ 
 

The New Testament was the fulfillment of God’s special plan. It’s 
the gospel: the good news of Jesus Christ. “God, who at sundry 
times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers 
by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, 
who he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom he made the 
worlds” (Hebrews 1:1-2). 

 

Through the words of Jesus in Scripture, we can “hear” God’s 
heart and God’s voice and know what God is truly like. Jesus says 
in John 10:27, NKJV: 

 

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” 
 

Why? Because the sheep know who He is. They belong to Him, 
and they recognise Him by the sound of His voice. 

 

3. Through Nature and God’s Creation 
 

“For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even 
his  eternal  power  and  Godhead;  so  that  they  are  without 
excuse” Romans 1:20). 

 

Through the beauty of nature and all the splendid beauty of all 
that God has made, we can “hear” His voice. By studying the 
heavens, we understand more of God’s greatness. Death and 
rebirth are shown clearly through nature and when we plant and 
grow a garden, we can see and hear the miracle of death and 
rebirth. 

 

4. Through Other Believers 
 

God may use a friend, a teacher, a parent, or a preacher to 
convey His message of truth to us. Every Sunday our faith is 
stirred by the word of a preacher. Their words may come as a 
warning, a blessing, or as a prophetic truth about our lives. 
Whether we choose to hear it or ignore it, depends on us.  
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&amp;q=heb%2B1%3A1-2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&amp;q=ro%2B1%3A20
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Do their words line up with scripture? Will God confirm or 
affirm that truth in us? 
 

 “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality and hypocrisy” (James 3:17). 

 
Make sure that when you receive a prophetic word that you 
pray about it , because all prophets and prophetic words must 
be tested, not just for accuracy , but also for the spirit behind 
them. 

 

5. Through Music 

Remember that music and song is still word but in a melodic and 
structured format. For me personally, I seem to function in the 
unction better when music is playing. The words and the notes 
bring a soothing comfort, excitement, and passion that open my 
ears and heart and lifts my spirit immediately. 

 

In 2  Chronicles  20,  King  Jehoshaphat  faced  a  huge  army  of 
enemies who could have easily destroyed His people, but he did 
a strange thing. With a declaration that his eyes were on God, 
he sent in a choir of praise singers:  
 
“And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed 
singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of 
holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the 
LORD; For his mercy endureth forever” (2 Chronicles 20:21, KJV).  
 
God “spoke” clearly. He released His power, and Jehoshaphat’s 
army defeated their enemies! 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&amp;q=2ch%2B20
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&amp;q=2ch%2B20%3A21


77 
 

6. The song of the Lord 
 

In Psalm 40:3 David wrote, 
 

“He has put a new song in my mouth praise to our God; many will 
see it and fear, and will trust in the Lord.” 

 

The Hebrew word used for praise in this 
verse is Tehillah. Tehillah is a hymn, a 
new song, one that has not been 
recorded. It reminds me of a beautiful 
young baby girl in our church with the 
same name who must still sing the song 
of the Lord. I can’t wait to hear her sing. 
She is only a year and a bit old but if we 
judge by the way she can shout, I am 
sure that her song is not far off! 

 

God has chosen to use the new song, Tehillah, as a tool to bring 
the lost into His kingdom. New seasons produce new songs. God 
can speak to us through the song of the Lord, which is also 
prophetic. He puts a new song in our mouths. In other words, 
these new words come from Him and it is speaking to us about 
what He wants to say to us. The song of the Lord is about what 
God has done, it is about what God is doing and also what He is 
about to or going to do. Remember faith cometh by hearing and 
hearing the Word of God. The Word of God can come through 
song as well. 

 

7. Seeing: Dreams and Visions 

 
These can be mental images or pictures. Literally, it can be an 
image that is placed in our mind’s eye (John 1:48).   Jesus saw 
Nathaniel under the fig tree. Visions. These are like a series of 
moving pictures.  God can open up our physical eyes to see 
(Mara) into the spiritual realm.  Be careful how you interpret 
what God gives.   Remember it’s not always for you and you 
don’t have to understand it (2 Kings 6:17; Acts 7:55‐56). Once 

“Tehillah” I can’t 
wait to hear her 

sing. She is only a 
year and a bit old 
but if we judge by 
the way she can 
shout, I am sure 
that her song is 

not far off! 
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the appropriate moment arises, the Holy 

Spirit will give you an understanding of what to do with these 
visions. 

 

Dreams. These are night visions the Lord chooses to give us while 
we’re asleep.   This is because our spirit never sleeps.   Many 
times God gives us symbols and types and shadows of earthly 
realities. They may not mean exactly what is being portrayed in 
the dream.  Numbers 12:6;  Mathew 1:20. 

 

Job 33:14 teaches us that the Lord gives us these dreams and 
visions to open our ears and give us instructions. So be careful 
and ask for help if you need it. 

 

8. Hearing, an audible voice 
 

Hearing God can come as an audible voice to the human ear or 
it can come as a strong mental thought which comes from the 
Holy Spirit. 1 Kings 19:11‐13; Acts 22:7. I have had the supreme 
privilege to have experienced over the last 28 years a few times 
when I actually heard an audible voice speaking to me and there 
was no one around. 

 

The first time I experienced it, was on Bishop Lavis train station, 
I was waiting for the train. It was a sunny Saturday afternoon 
and the platform was empty. I heard a voice telling me to read 
Luke 21vs 15. I looked around to see if someone was nearby, but 
there was no one. Again I heard the same instruction. So I took 
out my bible and started to read it. It says, 

 

“For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your 
adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.” 

 

Over the years, this has been one of my greatest joys in life. 
Knowing that at God’s pleasure, He can choose to let us hear His 
audible voice. You might be saying, but God does not speak to 
me like that! Let me tell you dear one, you heard the voice of 
God the day that you gave your life to Him. That was when He 
called you, you had 
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to be able to hear His voice in order to respond to the call. So 
God will and still speaks to us.  Sometimes the voice speaks in 
your heart and so you do not only hear with your ears, you hear 
with your heart as well. 

 

9. Knowing, word of knowledge, the spirit of discernment. 
 

Some people are more receptive to receive from the Spirit, 
impressions which can be physical, emotional or spiritual.  For 
example, a word of knowledge about healing may come by 
feeling a physical sensation in your own body.    A word may 
come as a sensing or even a knowing. We may not hear or see 
anything but have a sensing or knowing in our spirit what the 
Lord is saying.  These are the main ones but there are more ways 
that God can speak to us. 

 
Even donkeys can be intercessors 

 

Even donkeys can hear God and they speak (Numbers 22:21-39). 
Just ask the Old Testament prophet Balaam. God used a donkey 
to speak to him. The donkey was a mediator of mercy, a 
daysman because the angel of the Lord was waiting to kill him. 
The donkey came between the angel of the Lord and Balaam. 
You even get donkey intercessors! Balaam hit the donkey three 
times and then we learn that the Lord opened the donkey’s 
mouth in Numbers 22: 28. God can open anybody’s mouth. The 
donkey spoke to Balaam and asked him, 

 

“What have I done to you to make you beat me three times? 
 

Now that must have been frightening, even bizarre to hear a 
donkey speak and then to have a conversation back with the 
donkey. That must have been remarkable. The peculiar thing 
about all of this is that Balaam was not even surprised that a 
donkey spoke to him. It reminds me of the children’s animation 
movie about Shrek and the donkey! 
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Listen, the donkey did not only speak, but it also reasoned with 
Balaam! Power of speech, the power of reason. I am sure that if 
God could bless a donkey with that, then He can also bless us 
with the power of speech and the power of reason. When we 
need to stand in the gap for someone’s life, we can call on God 
to give us the power of speech and the power of reason to help 
those that we intercede for. 

 

After the donkey spoke to Balaam, his eyes opened and he saw 
the angel with his sword withdrawn. The angel then proceeded 
to ask the identical questions to Balaam that the donkey asked 
him. God was at work here. He really wanted Balaam to repent 
of his ways because Balaam was not an upright man. The grace 
of God at work! 

 

Balaam was a prophet who led Israel into apostasy and was 
identified as a greedy and unscrupulous man by Peter and Jude 
(2 Peter2: 15, 16; Jude 1:11). A donkey saved his life. God can 
speak in the most unexpected ways, we must discern how to 
hear Him speak. 

 

So here is something for you to think about. God can use a 
donkey to save somebody’s life, but consider this that God used 
even a rebellious, greedy and unscrupulous man, to do His will 
and to speak His truth. Selah. 
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Chapter 15: 
My own experience with a recognised intercessor 

 
 

I have always been fascinated by people who could pray and 
pray and pray. My personal prayer times were marked by sitting 
in front of the Father and singing to Him. I would take my guitar 
and play simple chords and would rather worship Him like that. 
It worked for me. Breakthrough and answers came because of 
this. I believe that worship is also intercession and that it is the 
highest form of intercession, but I understand that some people 
prefer to pray. David in the Psalms sang songs that were prayers 
before the Lord in song. The Lord heard him as He will hear you. 

 

But to get back to my experience of intercession. I was taught 
how to pray effectively by a dear sister. There was a lady whom 
I loved dearly, Aunty Jane, who could spend hours in prayer. 
When I prayed with her, I liked to go off into “dreams and 
visions” and wake up for the “amen”. She did not mind at all. She 
would just smile and say: “Ai Donnie”. Jane had such a heart for 
intercession and could she pray the solutions from heaven to the 
earth! She was the most unselfish person that I knew. She always 
let me know that when she wakes up in the morning, she would 
pray for me, particularly to listen to the voice of the Lord and to 
start a church. She practiced the three Christian duties namely 
giving, praying and fasting. This was her strength. I was always 
amazed by how quickly heaven answered her. She has gone to 
be with the Lord and I miss her dearly. 

 

As an intercessor she was deeply committed to God, always in 
the Word and boy oh boy could she love! I always felt like a 
million bucks in her company. A lot of people say that they are 
intercessors, but I think they are fooling themselves. They don’t 
know how to love. Some of the characteristics she exhibited and 
in no particular order were the following: 
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1. Dedication: She was in love with Christ and that love was 
expressed through her dedication to Him. I believe an 
intercessor must be dedicated to Christ, and to the task of 
intercession. 

 

2. Dependable. As an intercessor when she said she was going 
to pray for you, she would pray for you. You would find her on 
her knees praying to God until the Lord would provide the 
answer, good or bad you would get the answer from heaven. 
Today just a little bit of rain keep “intercessors” away from 
prayer meetings because they prefer to stay in their warm beds. 
They are fooling themselves. Sad but true. 

 

3. Direct.  She would never beat around the bush when it came 
to sin. She would tell you what is stopping your prayers from 
being answered by heaven. Psalm 26:11-12: 

 

“But I lead a blameless life; redeem me and be merciful to me. My 
feet stand on level ground; in the great assembly I will praise the 
Lord.” 

 

An intercessor must make sure that they are blameless so that 
they can be straight with people, but always say it in love. Today 
you have people saying the meanest things to you and they say, 
it is because they like to speak the truth. They are straight 
(unswerving) people. Well, you must speak the truth, but always 
in love. 

 

4. Detached. It is always important to be detached when you 
pray for solutions. You don’t want to be swayed by people’s 
emotions. I know that this sounds harsh, but you need to be 
objective and then show empathy, there is a balance, I know. As 
an intercessor, Jane could do that very well. An intercessor’s 
strongest point is that they can detach themselves from earthly 
things and focus on the solution from heaven in prayer. 
Intercessors see and hear things through God’s eyes. 
Intercessors are able to see the world and its situations as God 
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sees them (Neh. 1:1-5.) If we are empathetic intercessors who 
cannot find objectivity in prayer, we will soon be exhausted 
emotionally and ultimately flabbergasted with the prayer needs 
we bear. On the other hand, if we are objective intercessors 
without empathy, who cannot feel the needs of those for whom 
we have been appointed to pray, our prayer life will grow stale 
and eventually dry up. So balance is important and the ability to 
detach when necessary must be practiced. 

 

5. Dearness. Jane was so kind and so loving. I believe that 
kindness and dearness are necessary characteristics for 
intercessors. Even Jesus was kind to sinners. To our enemies, we 
show the face of the lion, to our loved ones we show the face of 
the lamb. Intercessors can become God’s channels of blessing to 
others. Abraham was called by God not only to be blessed but 
also to be a blessing. Not only was Jane kind, she was also a 
channel of blessing. Her own house, she gave for the benefit of 
others to live in. What kind of love is this! With the little that she 
had, she gave to others, so sad that those she blessed is not 
displaying the same example, but that is a story for another day. 
Intercession and good deeds go together. 

 

6. Discipline. Ok, aunty Jane failed at this one, she was never 
early for meetings. She was operating on “African time”, she was 
a missionary to Africa after all. I always had to skel (nag) with her 
to be on time, but you get the point. As intercessors, we will not 
be successful in the courts of heaven if we don’t apply discipline 
to our intercession. Intercessors must be disciplined to pray in 
their appointed prayer watches. God has appointed a prayer 
watch to deal with the enemy (dealt with in chapter 18 below) 
and we have to be disciplined to occupy the relevant prayer 
watch when called upon. 

 

7. Deliver: The point of intercession is that a favourable result 
must be delivered. God must speak. God must deliver. This is 
sovereign work, however, God has instituted prayer and He has 
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bound himself to this imperative. The situation that is 
calamitous must change. It is possible that intercessors can 
change the outcome of people, cities, and even nations. The 
Bible showed that Moses changed the mind of God. Yes, it is 
possible for intercessors to change the mind of God! Moses 
changed God’s mind (Ex 32:32, Ps 106:23). If the nation 
intercedes with repentance, God will forgive the nation and heal 
their land (2 Chr 7:14). There is a compliance to this of course. 

Intercessors are called to pray for, not to prey upon people. 

They  stand in the gap, becoming a defense for the one being 
prayed for. They discern the need and turn it into prayer. There 
must be a surrendering of themselves to die for others and 
situations before God in their intercession. Those who want to 
be known as an intercessor must bear that responsibility and 
obligation to the Spirit. It is a privilege to pray for and with 
others. Jane was that type of intercessor. I wish you could have 
met her. She has gone to be with the Lord. I am sitting here 
writing these thoughts with gratitude for all that she has taught 
me. May you also have a “Jane” in your life. 
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Chapter 16: 
Spiritual leadership criteria for intercessors 

 
 

Intercessors are spiritual leaders. They might not always be on 
the forefront, but leaders they are. Intercessors love the church 
because Christ died for the church and their love for Christ 
compels them to love the church, the good, the bad and the ugly 
of it. Sometimes these intercessors can also be pastors or 
fivefold ministers.   They are committed to leadership. All 
believers should be committed to a Spirit-filled, Bible-believing, 
Christ-centred and bible-doing Church. They should be 
accountable to a pastor and spiritual leaders, on the condition 
that leadership meets the basic qualifications of: 

 

1. A moral and Godly lifestyle (Matt. 7:15-16, 1 Tim. 3:1-7) 
2. They proclaim the Word of God soundly (2 Tim. 3:16). 
3. Love God’s people (Luke 10:27- 28) 

 

It is important for intercessors and believers in general that they 
don’t rebel against the servant of the Lord whose life displays 
these Biblical qualities. The Bible warns that contempt toward 
God’s obedient servant is equal to contempt toward God 
(Exodus 16:2-8). Don’t do anything that would hinder Godly, 
spiritual leaders, especially don’t bad-mouth them, as God 
considers it an act of rebellion. 

 

Should such authority over us make mistakes as all of us do, and 
they repent of it, the Lord still demands our respect and restraint 
toward His anointed. They are His servants, and the Lord will 
correct His servants (Psalms 105:15). This is something that is on 
occasion difficult to do amongst church members for reasons 
that are their own, the Word of God must remain the plumb- 
line amongst us and we must do what the Word requires. 
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The poisonous pastor 
 

So here is the question that many of you have asked me. What 
if they, pastors, prophets or apostles don’t live lives that are in 
accordance with the basic qualifications of a moral and Godly 
lifestyle? The short answer is, run! Run away from poisonous 
pastors, poisonous prophets, poisonous apostles and don’t look 
back! 

 

We were at a camp one Sunday morning when there was a loud 
knock on the door. We first thought that it was one of the 
campers who perhaps required some assistance or perhaps just 
wanted to wake us up. When I opened the door, there stood a 
beautiful couple who were in leadership at another church in the 
city. I could perceive in their eyes that what they wanted to talk 
about was not going to be pleasant. 

 

The wife was crying uncontrollably and the husband just stood 
there, unable to speak. I tried to initiate a conversation to 
understand what the reason for their visit was, but words were 
far away from this couple. Eventually, after what felt like hours, 
the husband began to speak. He struggled to articulate his words 
in coherent sentences because every word was filled with such 
hatred and anger and he could not stop the flow of this anger. 
What he said brought such shock to my emotions that up until 
today, those words don’t want to depart from me. This is what 
he said, and I quote: “Pastor, ek gan dai vark nou vrek skiet. Ek 
is oppad nou, hy gan nou val”. (Pastor I am going to shoot that 
pig, I am on my way to him now, he is going to fall). 

 

This normally composed, gentle person, was out of control and 
about to commit a murder, and the target was a pastor! 

 

By the grace of God, his wife had some sense to convince him to 
come to me first and their agreement was that if I could not 
dissuade him, then he must go do what he must go do. 
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God intervened and we could  

 

 
The pastor should be the 

greatest champion of 
grace and truth. There is 
nothing more perverse 

and distorted than a 
poisonous pastor. 

eventually  not  only  save  the 
life of the pastor, but also the 
life of this man who happened 
to be a policeman. What do 
you think was so bad that an 
officer of the law was willing to 
kill his own pastor? The pastor 
is supposed to be a blessing to 
the world. 

 

According to a church consultant, the church should be a place 
of grace and growth18. The pastor should be the greatest 
champion of grace and truth. There is nothing more perverse 
and distorted than a poisonous pastor. Diederich, the church 
consultant, has had extensive experience with poisonous 
pastors and has come to the conclusion that once the pastor 
becomes poisonous or toxic, it is time to seek help and do 
something about it. His advice is to leave or confront. Don’t sit 
by passively and allow the poison of the pastor to continue. So 
much abuse has been allowed to happen because people have 
been overly cautious. 

 

In his book, Broken Trust…a practical guide to identify and 
recover from toxic faith, toxic church, and spiritual abuse, he 
gives some advice on how to deal with these delinquent pastors. 

 

Here is his advice on how to deal with toxic or poisonous pastors. 
 

1. Pray. Confronting a pastor is no small task. You want to make 
sure your heart is pure. You don’t have to be perfect to confront 
someone. But you also want to make sure you have good 
intentions and that you are not on a personal crusade. 

 

2. Seek confirmation. Before you confront a pastor, talk to your 
spouse or a trusted friend in confidence to make sure it’s not just 
you. The goal is to check the accuracy of what you see wrong. 
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3. Go to the pastor. This can feel overwhelming. Who are you to 
 

 

challenge  a  pastor?  Well,  if  the  pastor  isn’t  open  to  being 
confronted then he or she shouldn’t be a pastor. 

 

Pastors need to model transparency and humility. The door 
should always be open. If you feel overwhelmed, take someone 
with you for support. 

 

 Write out what you want to say to make sure you stay on 
point. Feel free to read what you wrote as well. If the pastor 
is truly toxic, he will find a way to turn your criticism back 
on you. If they bring up your issues, tell them you are happy 
to discuss your problems at another time but today you 
want to talk about your concerns. Don’t leave until you feel 
heard and are satisfied with their response. 

 
 It  is  a  good  idea  to  also  record  the  meeting for  future 

purposes. In an article written by K Hoole regarding the 
legitimacy of recordings, he quotes the work of the law firm 
Michalsons. Recording without consent is legal in South 
Africa, according to the law firm, Michalsons19. This includes 
recording conversations over the phone or even someone 
speaking in a room full of people, without their consent to 
do so. 

 

Hoole concludes that even if the law doesn’t require you to get 
the consent of the other party to the conversation, it is still polite 
to inform them that you are recording it. Just polite, you still 
don’t have to. So record the conversation if you must. 

 

4. Involve a trusted friend or elder. If the pastor is truly toxic, he 
will either reject your criticism or pacify you with false 
assurances. Then you need to take your concerns to the next 
level. Jesus said the next step is to go with two or three 
witnesses (Matthew 18). These witnesses are people who see 
the same problem you see or at least trust what you see and will 
support you and your concerns. If they agree with you, ask them 
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to go with you to the pastor and have them support you and 
even represent you. 

 

5. Involve the oversight. If the pastor still rejects you, don’t give 
up. If your church has a covering then contact the covering with 
your concerns. Remember, this is not about non sensible issues, 
but about real concerns. 

 

6. Consider leaving. If you are not being heard, then you have to 
decide if your presence at church is somehow encouraging bad 
leadership. Some people choose to stay and persistently stand 
opposed to the poison. Others feel like the biggest statement is 
made by leaving. There is no right or wrong response. You have 
to do what you feel is best. Unity of the faith is still the top 
priority, even if it is somewhere else. 

 

7. Trust God. Once you’ve done all you can, you need to trust 
the results to God. It’s not your responsibility to change the 
pastor. Your responsibility lies in confronting the pastor. So do 
your part and then let it go. Paul’s words to the Romans are 
helpful in this situation. Romans 12: 19 says, 

 

“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place 
unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith 
the Lord.” 

 

This scripture provides enough truth as to how the Lord will deal 
with His servants. He will repay, He will avenge. Don’t you go and 
get a gun to recompense someone for hurting you. Take a deep 
breath, go run, attend Taebo classes, but allow God to avenge 
you. 

 

You are not the Saviour of the church. Jesus Christ is. It is His 
body and He knows how to take care of His body. This is more 
widespread in churches than what most people would care to 
admit. As intercessors, we must be relevant in our prayers and 
pray for the flock diligently according to Prov. 27:23. 
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So, where do you think it went all wrong for the pastor of the 
angry congregant mentioned above? 

 

The sin of Idolatry 
 

Intercessors, you must pray for those in leadership, in particular 
for the set man. This sin creeps in so subtly that before you know 
it, it affects the whole church. Today, people have literally 
started to worship some men of God. The sad thing about this is 
that these men of God received their worship! This goes against 
God’s laws in Exodus 20. 

 

In my view, this is one of the greatest sins in the Bible, the sin of 
idolatry. 

 

Idolatry is when we violate the first of the Ten Commandments 
(Ex. 20:3), which says, 

 

"You shall have no other gods before Me." 
 

It is when we put something or someone first in our lives, before 
God. This is so subtle because let me tell you, there are some 
really good men of God out there. Sometimes without people 
knowing it, the opinion of the man of God becomes more 
important than the Word of God. We have to be careful. We are 
all sons in the Son and only the Son (Jesus Christ) deserves that 
type of importance in our lives. 

 

In an article in Charisma news, Joseph Mattera lists five idols in 
the church that we have to watch out for20. He based his findings 
of idolatry in the church in lieu of him serving as a lead pastor 
for 30 years as well as extensive extra-local apostolic ministry to 
churches. I will make use of some of the truths that he shared 
and add some anecdotal experience to it as well. These 
admonitions about idol worship are for the whole church, not 
just aimed at setting the pastor straight. We must all stay on the 
straight and narrow. 
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1) The idol of the man of God syndrome: I have seen that when 
a well-known preacher or worship team, comes to town, there 
are believers who run after the preacher or the famous worship 
band and attend their conferences, to the detriment of their 
own local churches. And if they can get to take "selfies" with 
them then all the effort was worthwhile. I am a proponent of 
having a culture of honour and respect for those leaders who 
labour among us well (Heb. 13:7, 17), but we must never replace 
honour for idolatry. When Cornelius met the apostle Peter and 
bowed down before him, Peter rightly told him to get up, that 
he was only a man like himself (Acts 10). There is nothing wrong 
with imitating or following a leader, but there is something 
wrong with idolising a Christian leader. 

 

2) The idol of worship/entertainment: There are many believers 
who flock to churches that have skilled singers and music 
primarily to get entertained. Consequently, many of the 
believers don’t realise that they are putting self-gratification and 
entertainment before true worship. Here is the question that 
you have to answer for yourself. Do you worship music or do you 
worship God? Would you go to a church for the Word, 
Fellowship, Communion, and Prayers? These are deeply cultural 
and even sociological questions that you have to answer for 
yourself. We must not make an idol of worship and 
entertainment. Mattera warns that those who leave their local 
church to attend another church with better "worship," in his 
opinion, are often guilty of idolatry since they cannot worship 
God from their heart without being entertained by 
professionals. I concur with him. At times we need to put the 
entire worship team on a break so that they can also worship the 
Lord with the congregation. You will quickly see if they are there 
for the purpose of the Kingdom or if they are building their own 
little kingdom. 
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3) The idol of personal prosperity: “You have not sown into my 
life, therefore, you can’t be part of my ministry”. This seems to 
be the new phrase in my region. Whilst I have nothing against 
people blessing their pastor freely out of the abundance of their 
hearts, it becomes manipulation when you start telling people 
that they must “sow” into your life and then it will go well with 
them. There are men of God, whose main motive is to use their 
office to leverage influence over God’s people for personal gain. 
Although God delights in blessing all of His children (3 John 2), 
Jesus told us to seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness for 
our material needs to be added to us (Matt. 6:33). God has given 
us the power to get wealth so we can spread His covenant to the 
whole earth, we must just follow His established scriptural 
principles. Mattera claims that using faith to put our own needs 
first is a form of idolatry. It has to be about God and His Kingdom 
first because He will look after you. God delights in the 
prosperity of His saints. I know that He must be displeased when 
we manipulate people to give to us because we are their pastors. 
Intercessors must pray against D.I.M.E. (Domination, 
Intimidation, Manipulation, and Emotional Blackmail). 

 

4) The idol of objectifying God:  Through the years many in the 
church preach and promote an "I," "me" and "my" culture. That 
is to say, much of the preaching deals with self-actualization, 
achievement, and therapy rather than sound, biblical theology 
calling believers to live a life of service. Pastors have often 
served into the cultural idolatry of the people in order to attract 
people into the church, something that displeases God (Ezek. 
44:10). There are too few "cross-carrying" disciples attending 
churches, but many use God when they need Him. Many come 
to church merely to feel good instead of being equipped to do 
good works (Eph. 2:10). Many come to "get a word" instead of 
coming to "give a word" of edification to somebody (Isa. 50:4; 
Eph. 4:29). Many come to listen to rhetorical messages that 
excite the emotions with no intention of working out the Word. 
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Many come to shout amen, being deceived into believing that 
because they shouted, they have already obeyed. Consequently, 
there are many believers who live no differently than their 
unbelieving neighbours, which is why megachurches do not 
always result in "mega cultural" influence, and why church 
growth doesn't always result in personal and societal 
transformation. Although many have attended church for 
decades, they have never matured and are still drinking milk, 
never having digested the meat of the Word (1 Cor. 3:1-3). 

 

5) The idol of ethnicity: According to the article, Mattera argues 
that there are many believers who have allowed their ethnicity 
and culture to trump the Word of God. Jesus said culture is even 
stronger than the Word of God in some people's lives,  

(Mark 7:7-8). Consequently, people read  the  Scriptures  

through  their Caucasian/Western, Afro-centric, Hispanic or 
Asian lenses. One of the most important things to do in regards 
to receiving the Word of God for personal transformation is to 
attempt to take ourselves out of our own skin and read the 
Bible through the eyes of the authors original intent—
something only the Holy Spirit can accomplish. 

 

We must consider that there is no such thing as a Western 
European Caucasian Bible or an Afro-centric Bible. We need to 
stop reading the Scriptures merely through our ethnic lenses 
because the truth is that the Bible was written with a Hebraic 
mind-set and it is foolish to think we can fully understand it with 
our contemporary ethnic mind-set. Consequently, believers 
often act and react no different to non-believers in regards to 
things that happen in contemporary society. White, black and 
brown believers have generally reacted far differently from one 
another when it comes to interpreting immigration reform and 
racism. 
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Christians have to come together with one voice and 
prophetically interpret, speak into and bring solutions to these 
painful and controversial colour issues. God is not colour blind 
since He made humans black, brown, yellow, red and white in 
His own image. Hence, He designed us to have distinctions in 
culture regarding food, dress, language and other things based 
upon ethnic nuances. However, these distinctions are not where 
believers should derive their primary identity from or anchor 
their biblical morals in, for in Christ there is neither male nor 
female, black, white or brown, for we are all one in Christ (Gal. 
3:28). 

 

When our ethnic (cultural) thinking trumps our biblical thinking, 
we are guilty either of ignorance or ethnic idolatry. Unless or 
until the body of Christ gets over its idolatry according to 
ethnicity, we will never become the generation that can disciple 
the nations (or in other words, ethnic people groups as shown in 
Matthew 28:19). Since there is no neutrality, either the church 
will disciple the nations or the nations will disciple the church! 

 

In closing off this section on idolatry, we have to watch out for 
this sin, because God does not take lightly to it. Idolatry brought 
Israel to its knees. Now if God could do it to biblical Israel, whom 
God called His own, what do you think will happen to us, if He is 
the God of Faithfulness, without injustice? 
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Chapter 17: 
Manifestations of Intercession 

 
 

There are many manifestations of intercession. Three of the 
most common ones are 
travailing, groaning and weeping. 
These three activities are  inter- 
related but they can also be 
separate from each other. There 
are others, but these three are 
the most common. These 
manifestations cannot be 
conjured up by yourself, it is how 
the Spirit moves through you at 
the time. So you can’t make 
yourself   cry,   you   can’t   make 

 
. 

yourself groan, that would be weird and you might be in need of 
deliverance if you do that. 

 

When I was much younger in the Lord I used to love to attend 
prayer meetings. I am not talking about any prayer meetings. 
There is a church in my hometown, the center of the universe, 
where on a Friday evening the “moeders” (mothers) would be 
praying “through the night”. You just had to be appropriately 
dressed to enter the sanctuary, suit, and tie, no jeans, otherwise, 
you would not be allowed in. At these meetings, I would hear 
and see the most extraordinary manifestations. You would have 
women literally going on as if they would be giving birth, often 
they would cry as if they were in deep pain! At first, it was really 
difficult for me to comprehend. I thought that they were mad! 

 

But when you looked at them, you would see the genuineness 
of their hearts and their desire for God to answer their prayers. 
It is here that I found out what intercessory prayer was really 
about. No book knowledge, only the raw, genuine and crazy 

Three of the most 

common ones are 

travailing, groaning 

and weeping. These 

three activities are 

inter-related but they 

can also be separate 

from each other. 



96 

 

 

faith of “moeders” to see God answer their prayers. Let me 
share with you some of the manifestations in language that you 
understand. 

 

Travail: Releasing the power to bring forth! 
 

Definition: Travail - strong labour; to give birth. 
 

Travailing intercession is one of the most powerful 
manifestations of intercession. Our ignorance of this powerful 
imperative has resulted in untold lost opportunities for the 
kingdom of God. You can’t travail and think of yourself. It is just 
not possible. Travailing is gut-wrenching and deeply vulnerable, 
personal and bloody. 
One  of  the  ways  the  Holy  Spirit  manifests  Himself  in  our 
intercession is through our emotions. Many Christians seem 
almost to disrespect emotion, worried that a lack of control will 
let them appear as unspiritual. Let me submit to you that we 
cannot pray the heart of God fully without joining in His 
expression for that moment. Travailing is a power similar to that 
of mothers when they are about to give birth. They can’t stop 
until the baby is out! That is travailing! Think about it, have you 
ever seen a mother giving birth and she is not overcome with 
emotions? When we don’t travail it can be likened to a mother 
being pregnant but can’t bring the baby to birth. 

 

Isaiah 37:3 “And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day 
is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy: for the 
children are come to birth, and there is not strength to bring 
forth.” 

 

This is how Hezekiah felt about not being able to help Jerusalem. 
It was a day of trouble and a day of rebuke for him because he 
had no strength to stay the threat that was upon the nation. 

 

We need to teach our intercessors to travail again, to give birth 
again, and to deliver nations, cities, churches, businesses, and 
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individuals in the same way as they deliver physical babies into 
the world. 

 

1.   Travailing for souls 
 

Matthew 9:37 “Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly 
is plenteous, but the labourers are few;” 

 

It is the expectation of Jesus that we pray to the Lord of the 
harvest for souls. Before souls will be added, Jesus expects us to 
partner with Him and participate in the release of these souls by 
prayer. 

 

2.   Travailing for the sons of God to manifest 

 
Romans 8:22 “For we know that the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now.” 

 
Creation is also in travail for the sons of God to mature, so that 
they can take hold of the earth on behalf of the Kingdom. Here 
we find the divine articulation of the Spirit through a vessel not 
with words but with groaning’s that only God can understand. 
With God, words are not always needed. 

 
3.   Travailing to help with our infirmities 

 
Romans 8:26 “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for 
we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit 
itself maketh intercession for us with groaning’s which cannot be 
uttered.” This is the work of the Spirit that shows the high 
priestly work of Christ in action for the believer, the Spirit 
himself does the intercession through the human vessel. 

 
Groaning: Greek ‘stenagmos” Groaning or sighing as one who is 
distressed. 
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4.   Muttering with the voice of your heart 

 
Mutterings are very close to groaning, it is where you pray under 
your breath, very deeply, but quietly for the Lord to answer your 
prayer from a deep place. To the outside world, it looks as if you 
could be drunk! My mother used to pray like this in the night 
when she thought we were sleeping. This is also how Hannah 
prayed for a son. Only her lips moved, but she spoke with her 
heart. 
“Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her 
voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken” 
(1 Sam 1: 13). 
So many of our mothers prayed like Hannah. We must honour 
them for praying us into existence. 

 
5.   Travailing to know the mind of the Spirit 

 
Romans 8:27 “And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is 
the mind of the Spirit because he maketh intercession for the 
saints according to the will of God.” 
No words are necessary because the Father is tuned into the 
Spirit to exact the perfect will for the human vessel through the 
travailing to know the mind of the Spirit. 

 

So we can see that there are three parties that can travail: 
 

 Creation groans and travails 

 We groan and travail 

 The Holy Spirit groans and travails through us 

 
6.   Travailing to have Christ formed in us 

 
Galatians 4:19 “My little children, of whom I travail in birth again 

until Christ be formed in you,” 
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Here we can see that we have to travail that Christ will be 
birthed in people. It would appear that there is a partnership 
between the person growing in Christ and the daysman to birth 
Christ in that person. This is indeed a serious responsibility. Paul 
is speaking about travailing in birth until Christ is formed within 
his spiritual children. The word travail here is “odino” which 
means “to experience the pangs or spasms of birth. Again it 
seems that intercession is a very nurturing almost entirely 
motherly action to bring something to birth. 

 

This, however, does not mean that it is only for women. It is 
spiritual in nature so men can also participate. In my experience 
though, there appear to be more female intercessors than men, 
the prayer meetings certainly attest to this, even though it is 
only anecdotal evidence. 

 

Weeping, because sometimes souls don’t repent: 
 

This too is a manifestation that sometimes comes with travail. 
Again this is a strong emotion that can be part of the 
identification process of travailing. Jesus shows us that He is big 
enough to weep over a city, not just a people, but an entire city. 
As daysmen, we must cry for cities and all its inhabitants, good 
and bad, saved and unsaved. This type of weeping is 
demonstrated by Jesus when the people hailed Him as King and 
yet He knew their hearts. 

 

In Luke 19vs 41-44 “And when He came near, he beheld the city 
and wept over it. Saying, If thou hadst known even thou, at least 
in this thy day the things which belong unto thy peace! But now 
they are hid from thine eyes”. 

 

The reason that Jesus wept was that, amidst all the religious 
activity of the city and its people, the hearts of the people were 
still superficial and far from Jehovah. When He entered the city 
there was a triumphant: Blessed is the King, who comes in the 
name of the Lord, but He knew that the same people who shout 
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for Him as King, would also shout for Him to be crucified. Sad but 
true. The same people that are shouting your name in shouts of 
joy, may tomorrow shout that you must be crucified. Yes, people 
can be fickle so it is important as intercessors that we don’t live 
for name, fame, and acclaim but for the audience of One! 

 

Jesus cried because they did not realise that the very reason for 
their eternal peace, peace from the Romans and peace from 
their sin was in their midst and they recognised it not. 
Sometimes we weep in intercession because those we are 
interceding for do not recognise the danger their souls are in. A 
true daysman will intercede regardless of the fate of people and 
will mourn for those who will suffer the penalties of their 
paltriness. 
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Chapter 18: 
Prayer Watches 

 
 

As I am sitting and writing this manual, I realised that we are in 
winter, we are in the middle of the year. Where did the time fly? 
It seems just yesterday that we celebrated New Year’s Eve! Time 
is precious. It is invaluable. Our life is measured in terms of time. 
When you die, on your tombstone they write the date of birth 
and the date of death. So unemotional, but even long after you 
are gone, time still marches on. Like some wise person once said: 

 

“We grow in time, live in time and perish in time”. 
 

Contrary to a popular song, Time is on your side, we must realise 
that time is not on our side. Time, once lost is lost forever. It can 
never be regained. It can never be captured. Not on film, not 
even in a memory. Time just marches on, the only thing we can 
do is to redeem the time! Make the best of the time that we 
have now. 

 

We have to exchange our time for something. Some exchange 
time for money, others exchange it for pleasure. However you 
see it, you can only make use of the time you have been given. 

 

In business, they teach you about time management. As you 
know you can’t make time, you can only manage the time that 
has been given to you. In business good time management 
allows you to realise more in a shorter period of time, which 
leads to more “free time”, which lets you take advantage of 
other opportunities. It helps you focus, which leads to more 
career success and ultimately more money in the bank for you. 

 

When you manage your time effectively, that improvement 
leads to improvement of other aspects in your life. Similarly the 
same can be said about managing the time windows, call it 
gates, portals or even frames. When you possess these windows 
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or gates, which have entry points for different moments in your 
life, you will know that you must not “waste “time. 

 

In his book SHAPING, THE TIMES Abu Bako proposes that the 
time that you have on earth is your life. Bako says that it is the 
most important resource you have. Possessing the gates of time; 
the entry point for each moment of life; whether for yourself, 
your family, the church, the nation or continent is of paramount 
importance. He continues that if you will recognise the 
importance of time these days, then you cannot but regard the 
gates of time as it pertains to intercession21. There are some 
secrets that are hidden in plain sight that is so simple, yet so 
profound to our success in this world. One of them is operating 
within the gates of time. There is a reason why these gates were 
introduced, every gate speaks of a different strategy for your 
success. It would be prudent for the mature daysman to 
understand these gates and operate within them, the Holy Spirit 
Himself, will help you navigate the things you have to pray for 
within those gates. These watches or gates as mentioned above, 
our Lord also occupied so that the Father could give Him 
strength for what He had to accomplish. 

 

I have inserted a guide that can assist you in navigating these 
gates or watches so that you can find prayer points to combat 
the enemy for yourself, your family, your business and your 
church. I call it: The 8 prayer watches of an intercessor22. May it 
bless you, as it is blessing me. 
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The 8 Prayer Watches 

1. The Early Night Watch: 
18h00–21h00 

 
Silence the enemy! 
Psalm 59; Isa 17:12-14 
*This is a time to pray and silence the enemy 
*Time for the nature of the Lamb of God 
*A Time for Prophetic Manifestation Gen 
24:63-64 
*A time for covenant renewal with God. 

2. The Late Night Watch: 
21h00–00h00 

 
Divine and Human favour! 
Psalm 45:12; Acts 23:23 
*A special time for divine favour 
*Pray for the provision, to do God’s work 
*Pray for Angelic Activity 

3. The Midnight Watch: 
00h00-03h00 

 
Time for Spiritual warfare! 
Luke 11:5-13; Acts 16:3 

*Intercede for yourself 
*The time to wage spiritual warfare 
*Freedom for the Bride of Christ. 

4. The Divine Judgment Watch: 
03h00-06h00 

 
Time for deliverance! 
Prov: 29:1; Job 38:12 
*Special time for divine judgment 
*A time for deliverance and resurrection 
*A Time to destroy the works of the enemy. 

5. The Late Morning Watch: 
06h00–09h00 

 
Time for healing! 
Psalm 2:7-9; Acts 1:8 
*This is a time of declaration 
*Time for the outpouring of the Spirit 
*Time to Prepare for Service 

6. The Exit and Entry Watch: 
09h00–12h00 

 
Take off the old man! 
Matt 27:45; Rev 3:8 

*Look to the cross, declare what Jesus has 

done and stand in His promises. 

*Time to declare open and closed doors 

7. Shaking of Foundations Watch: 
12h00-15h00 

 
Pray against destruction! 
Psalm 91:5, 6, 14 
*This is a time for dwelling in the secret place 
of the Most High. 
*Divine Protection - complete surrender to 
God. 

8. The Transformation Watch: 
15h00-18h00 

 
Time to change history! 
Luke 23:46 
*The hour of prayer, restoration of covenant, 
power and triumphant glory. 
IT IS DONE 

Source: Ecclesia Kingdom Community 
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Morning has broken 
 

It is important as a daysman, that you recognise the importance 
of prayer watches or gates. An important imperative for those 
seeking the face of God is the prayer watch that is between 3am- 
6am in the morning. Now I can already hear from some of you 
that it is not necessary to pray so early in the morning. That time 
is for dreaming. Well while you are dreaming the enemy is 
stealing! 

 

The reason we must pray early in the morning is that Daniel 
recorded in his visions that there is an opposer of the daily 
sacrifice. Our sacrifice to God is praise through the fruit of 
thankful lips. Our prayers in line with God's purposes are 
sacrifices to Him. As a people who represent God's house of 
prayer on earth (Isa 57:3-7), we are to pray continually. We have 
to raise up true altars of sacrifice against false altars to avoid 
judgment from the Lord. 

 

Daniel imbibe this idea in the following scripture: “Because of 
transgression, an army was given over [to the horn] to oppose the 
daily [sacrifices]; and he cast truth down to the ground. He did [all 
this] and prospered” (Dan 8:12). 

 

We also see that Jesus also prayed early in the morning. Jesus 
Christ is our pattern. He often prayed early in the morning, long 
before the breaking of dawn He would be found in the place of 
prayer. God says that He will destroy the wicked in the land at 
that time of the day.23 

 

God destroys the wicked at all times but has specifically pointed 
out; 

 

“Early I will destroy all the wicked of the land, that I may cut off 
all the evildoers from the city of the LORD.” (Ps 101:8) 
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You are instructed, every morning, constantly and continually to 
pray early in the morning, so that false sacrifices and false altars 
can be broken down over our families, churches, and nations. 

 

“O house of David! Thus says the LORD: "Execute judgment in the 
morning; forth like fire and burn so that no one can quench  (Jer: 
21:12). 

 

If we do not break down false altars early in the morning, the 
Bible shows us in the above scripture that judgment, like fire, 
that no one can quench will be our portion. So we see how 
serious God is about us praying early in the morning to break 
down false altars and false sacrifices. 

 

So dear saints of God, the morning holds a very important place 
in our day. It is a specific epoch of time that we must not ignore, 
when you pray in these watches, God will reward you back your 
time, talents and treasures, for standing as a daysman in that 
timeslot.  
 
When you pray first thing in the morning, it is your first fruit 
that you offer up unto God. You are putting first things first. 
When you put first things first, God redeems the rest. This is 
one of the master principles in the bible. The first fruit principle.  
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Chapter 19: 
Pray like David prayed 

 
 

Today the church through Jesus Christ, who is the Root and 
Offspring of David (Isa 11:1) are the house of David. King David 
knew how to pray. We read the psalms and sing it as songs which 
it is. However, these psalms are also prayers that were uttered 
to God. David made sure that he had something to say every day. 
As the offspring of David, we too need to say something. David 
was one of the greatest men who ever lived. He was a man after 
God’s heart. David was a prophet, and he was a poet and 
musician. And he prayed a lot – about everything. He wrote 
down many of his prayers, and put them to music, creating the 
Book of Psalms. He wrote most of the book of Psalms, which has 
been the prayer book of Israel and the Church for 3,000 years. 
David knew how to pray. We can learn some lessons about 
prayer from David. 

 

Part of our routine prayer at the beginning of each day should 
be, to deliver people and circumstances out of the hands of the 
oppressor. In response to the difficult situation, David talked to 
God and asked for help24. He appeals for help on the basis of four 
things, 

 

 Help me because of who You are. 

 Help me because of who I am. 

 Help me because of our mutual interests. 

 Help me because of our mutual enemies. 
 

If we understand these four imperatives upon which David 
based his prayers, then we can learn how to pray better, to pray 
more biblically. This thought is further purported by Bako who 
speaks about this routine as well as adding to it. He adds that we 
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must pray at the beginning of the morning as a routine. This 
should  be  the  routine  at  the 
beginning  of  every  month  and 
any   other   period.   We   spoke 
about this in the previous 
chapter.  Execute  judgment  at 
the beginning of every month, 
every week, every day and every 
morning. Your prayers must be 
stored into the womb of time. 
Bako is a great proponent of this 
and he claims that great success 
has been achieved when he 
started teaching this to his 
apostolic network. 

 

The day can speak! 

 

Each day, more so, the 
beginning of the day, 

or the week or the 
month, has something 

significant to say. 
Who will determine 

what your day 
speaks? 

 

There is a very interesting psalm that seems to attest to what 
Bako is proposing. It would appear that the day can speak and 
that the night reveals knowledge. The day can speak, so it has a 
voice and it has words to speak to someone about something. 
The night reveals knowledge. The question is then to who does 
the night reveal knowledge? 

 

Day unto day utters speech, and night unto night reveals 
knowledge. [There is] no speech nor language [Where] their 
voice is not heard. Their line has gone out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world…. (Ps 19:1-5). 

 

Each day, more so, the beginning of the day, or the week or the 
month, has something significant to say. Who will determine 
what your day speaks? We have to determine what the day will 
say. 
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We also learn in Psalm 29 that the voice of the Lord speaks. We 
have to learn to speak the voice of the Lord over our days. 
Preferably in the early morning, before six am at the foundation 
of the day. We then utter what God’s word says about the day. 
We speak over our families, our jobs, and our churches our 
cities, our nation, our continent, our world. Look at what the 
Psalm teaches us. 

 

1 Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, give unto the Lord glory and 
strength. 
2 Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: the God of glory 
thundereth: the Lord is upon many waters. 
4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of 
majesty. 
5 The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars; yea, the Lord 
breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 
6 He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion like 
a young unicorn. 
7 The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire. 
8 The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness; the Lord shaketh 
the wilderness of Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve, and discovereth 
the forests: and in his temple doth every one speak of his glory. 
10 The Lord sitteth upon the flood; yea, the Lord sitteth King 
forever. 
11 The Lord will give strength unto his people; the Lord will bless 
his people with peace. 

 
On a daily basis, voices from the kingdom of darkness 
consistently instruct creation to fight against you. So we have to 
have a ready answer to combat against these voices. It is clear 
from Psalm 29 that we can speak back because the Lord sitteth 
king forever and He gives strength to His people. How does the 



 

 

 

Lord speak? He speaks through us when we utter the words in 
the Word by faith. 
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Chapter 20: 
Let the church pray and let the daysmen lead 

 
 

Let’s talk about conducting prayer and intercessory meetings. 
For me, the big idea is always the spirit of the thing, so I will share 
with you what has been working for me. 

 

It is always interesting to see that Jesus is big on prayer but His 
followers are not. Well, that is a fact, but the truth is that there 
are individuals and churches who are big on prayer and they 
have received the blessing of the Lord for their faithfulness. May 
God do the same for us. 

 

 
 

Prayer is what makes a church work. Without prayer, 
there is no power, no manifestations, and no flow of the 

gifts of the Spirit. 
 
 
 

From the very beginning of the church, Christians have gathered 
to pray (Acts 4:24; 12:5; 21:5). Prayer meetings are an important 
part of the Christian believer. 

 

 Jesus prayed constantly, (Mk.1:35; Lk.5:15, Matt.26:39-45). 

 The apostles gave themselves to prayer, (Acts 6:2-4). 

 The early church prayed and fasted often, (Acts 1:14). 
 

What made the first church so powerful is that they practiced 

steadfastly, apostolic doctrine, fellowship, communion and 

prayers. God added to the church such as should be saved 

because of these four imperatives (Acts 2:42). 
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Pray without ceasing 
 

Prayer is what makes church work. Without prayer, there is no 
power, no manifestations, and no flow of the gifts of the Spirit. 
It is thought-provoking that we are called upon in the New 
Testament to pray without ceasing. “Pray without ceasing.” 
Three simple words, but what could that possibly mean? I 
contemplated the question: “Is it conceivable to pray non-stop?” 
I mean when must you work or eat or do something other than 
praying? I believe that those three words can mean to some 
degree something different, something deeper. The Greek word 
for “without ceasing” in 1 Thessalonian 5:17 is adialeiptos, which 
doesn’t mean non-stop. It means continually recurring. In other 
words, we can interrupt our moments with interims of recurring 
prayer. So praying without ceasing is living a lifestyle that is 
characterised by recurring prayer. 

 

Prayer unifies believers in a common cause, the cause of Christ. 
The church is the pillar and ground of truth, and to my 
knowledge, the only authorised institution on earth that can 
resist the devil! So the church must pray without ceasing. You 
and I must pray without ceasing, it is an instruction that we have 
to follow. 

 

Praying in the Spirit and Praying with the Spirit 
 

Eph 6: 18 “praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and 
supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, 
making supplication for all the saints.” 

 

Praying in the Spirit is not a special form of prayer – like speaking 
in tongues. Speaking in tongues can certainly be included in the 
category of praying in the Spirit, but it is not the only way to pray 
in the Spirit. We can tell this is so because Paul says in Ephesians 
6:18 that we should pray "at all times" in the Spirit. In other 
words, all prayer should be "in the Spirit." Praying in the Holy 
Spirit is not one form among several. It is the way all prayer is to 
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be offered. This is a very important 
point because by its very nature it is 
dependent on God and not on the 
ability of man, therefore praying in 
the Spirit is the way we should be 
praying. 

 

Praying the Word 

 
 
 
You must not only 

be in the Word, 
the Word must be 

in you. 

 

When you want to pray in the Spirit, you must pray the Word. 
The Word and the Spirit they are one. You have to conform to 
the Word of  God  which the Spirit  inspired  (2 Peter 1:21; 2 
Timothy 3:16-17). It is our duty to meditate on the Word day and 
night by reading it and allowing it to read us as well. You must 
not only be in the Word, the Word must be in you. 

 

Praying in the Spirit 
 

One of the ways to interpret 1 Corinthians 14:15, is to 
acknowledge that it is speaking about praying in tongues. 
Discussing the gift of tongues, Paul mentions “pray with my 
spirit.” 1 Corinthians 14:14 states that when a person prays in 
tongues, he does not know what he is saying since it is spoken in 
a language he does not recognise. No one else can understand 
what is being said unless there is an interpreter (1 Corinthians 
14:27-28). Ephesians 6:18, Paul instructs us to, 

 

“Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
requests.” 

 

How are we to pray with all kinds of prayers and requests and 
pray for the saints, if no one, including the person praying, 
understands what is being said? 

 

Therefore, praying in the Spirit should be understood as praying 
in the power of the Spirit, by the leading of the Spirit, and 
according to His will, not as praying in tongues only. 
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The different kind of prayers can manifest as groaning, 
mutterings, and travailing. Praying in the Spirit and praying with 
the spirit are separate things though related to each other. Our 
prayers, as with our worship, must be done with our spirit 
because God is Spirit. Pray with your spirit. Pray in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.  Allow the Holy Spirit to direct you in all aspects 
of your life including your prayers. 

 

Praying with the Holy Spirit 
 

Now that you have an understanding about praying in the Spirit, 
let’s put our attention to the subject of praying with the Spirit. 

 

In the Scriptures, according to my knowledge, there are no 
examples or people worshipping the Holy Spirit, and no 
exhortations to do so. Rather, we see that the Holy Spirit is an 
intercessor. Rom 8:26, 27 says that we pray to God the Father 
and the Spirit intercedes (i.e. pleads for us, makes requests, 
speaks) on our behalf. So when you pray with the Holy Spirit, you 
pray under the leading of the Holy Spirit. He leads you in the 
intercession because just like Jesus, the Holy Spirit is also an 
intercessor. He knows how to lead you in intercession. So 
praying with the Holy Spirit is being led by the Holy Spirit in 
intercession. 
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Chapter 21: 
Conducting prayer meetings 

 
 

There are copious amounts of information about “How to 
conduct prayer meetings” on the 
internet. I find them all relevant and 
worthwhile to study. You can peruse 

Let’s invite God to 
our meetings! God 

wants two or 
three on earth to 
agree concerning 
anything, so that 
He can be in the 
midst of them. 

them and if you are a point by point 
person, then you will derive great value 
from it. For me, the spirit of a thing is 
more important than the thing itself. 
Some call this the why of a thing. So I 
don’t always follow a 1, 2, 3 formula, I 
like to make sure that the right things 
are done for the right reasons. We 
must do both though, decency and 
order   must   prevail   in   our   prayer 

meetings. So if your prayer meetings bring results in subscribing 
to a certain way, please go ahead and continue with it. This 
section is simply about my experience in conducting and leading 
prayer meetings that I think you can benefit from. So first things 
first, make sure God is invited! 

 

Invite God to the meeting. 
 

Let’s invite God to our meetings! God wants two or three on 
earth to agree concerning anything so that He can be in the 
midst of them. God wants to be invited to the prayer meeting 
and we invite Him by agreeing with each other. 

 

Agreement precedes establishment. 25 
 

“Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth as touching 
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father 
which is in heaven. “For where two or three are gathered together 
in My name, there I am in the midst of them” (Matt, 18:19-20). 
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We pray together because we are praying about the same thing 
together. The same mind, and the same spirit concerning the 
request. We have to be in agreement and we have to gather in 
the name of Jesus, then He will be in our midst. 

 

Pray to the Father in Jesus name 
 

We pray to the Father through the Holy Spirit, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. This is important because some people pray to 
someone other than the Father. We have to pray to the Father, 
so we address our prayers to the Father, and we come in the 
name of Jesus and in the power of the Holy Spirit. This is the right 
way. Jesus taught us that way in Luke 11 vs 2. Don’t address all 
three at the same time. Some pray, “My father, my lord, my 
spirit”. Just address your prayers to the Father as instructed by 
Jesus. We are commanded by Jesus to ask in His name (John 
14:13 ). 

 

“And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son.” 

 

I don’t want to split hairs about it, because there are many 
scholars who make this a doctrinal issue. Let’s just stick to the 
Word and we should be okay. 

 

Whenever Jesus prayed, He Prayed to the Father. He also said, 
 

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the 
Father but through Me"(John 14:6). 

 

Our Lord Jesus has promised that where two or three are 
gathered in His name, He will be present. We need to invite and 
claim the presence of the resurrected Lord whenever we gather 
to pray. I like to wait on Him first before we fire away in prayer. 
We wait for His presence. He is the head of the church. So we 
wait on Him, we wait for His instructions, we trust that He will 
lead us in our prayers. 
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Jesus lives for intercession 
 

Do you know that Jesus Christ is ever living to make intercession 
for us? According to Heb. 7:25, 26, we know that He wants to 
intercede with us and for us. So the church must join our Lord in 
intercession and we trust that He will help us how to pray 
because guess what, you don’t know how to pray! The scripture 
teaches that we do not know how to pray as we ought, it is God 
the Holy Spirit who helps us with our infirmities by interceding 
for us in the will of God with groans that cannot be uttered (Rom. 
8:26, 27). 

 

I was saying one time to a dear lady in church that she does not 
know how to pray and neither do I. What followed next was 
unbelievable. She got so offended that she left the church. True 
story! She was so skilled in prayer apparently, but could not 
accept the fact that only the Spirit teaches us how to pray. 

 

Prayer is taught, the anointing is sought and not bought.33 
 

Jesus lives to intercede for us and He helps us with prayer 
because when we start to pray, we don’t know how to, but the 
more we pray, the more He leads, the more we follow, the more 
He intercedes for us. So let’s follow Him in prayer and 
intercession. 

 

Pray the Word 
 

It is good to pray and use words, it is better to pray words that 
are the Word! When we pray the Word, we know that He hears 
us. 

 

“And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any 
thing according to his will, he heareth us. And if we know that he 
hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know what we have the petitions 
that we desired of him.” (1 John 5:14-15) 

 

It is important to pray the will of God, what better way than to 
pray the Word of God, according to the will of God? 
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Pray God’s will to be done 
 

God’s will must be done on earth as it is in heaven, Matt. 6:10. 
Our prayer must not be aimed at God doing our will; He has 
promised to hear us when we ask according to His will. We have 
the promise from the Word that when we pray the Word of God, 
that He hears us and when He hears the prayer that asks for His 
will to be done, then He will do it! We must quote the most 
appropriate bible verses boldly before the throne of His Grace. 

 

I like to break up the prayer meetings that I lead, like this: 
 

1    Sing the word to the Word 
2    Use the Word to encourage the believers 
3    Then pray the Word 
4    Continue to believe the Word 
5    End off by quoting the Word 

 

The reason I do this is that the Bible overflows with promises for 
individuals, families, churches, nations and the afflicted. There is 
a promise in the Word for everything that we require for life and 
godliness. We must ensure that our prayer meetings are 
saturated with the promises of God. Powerful prayer is praying 
God’s will and God’s Word. 

 

Don’t pray alone 
 

Remember a prayer meeting is two or more. 
 

“Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, 
and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, 
and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you 
seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, 
whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give 
ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.” 
(Acts 6:2-4). 
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We know that the Holy Spirit leads the prayer meeting but He 
works through the delegated leadership. It is important that 
leaders must model prayer by leading it before the congregation 
as much as possible. This is a good example of servant 
leadership. 

 

Even though you come to a prayer meeting it is desirable to be 
prayed up before you come to the prayer meeting. We have a 
saying: “Bring your fire from home!” I have to say this and I might 
be crucified for this, but don’t let uninvolved, boring people with 
no Word in them lead the prayer meeting. They will kill the fire! 
We must choose passionate, fervent, righteous leaders to lead 
the prayer meetings because: 

 
“The effectual fervent prayer of the righteous availeth much” 
(James 5:16). 

 
It is scriptural and it is correct.  It is called a prayer meeting, so 
let the meeting be about prayer, not about studying the Word, 
or preaching the Word, we must pray the Word at prayer 
meetings. 

 
The more the merrier 

 

Don’t let a few people hog the prayer meeting but allow people 
to pray. Men, women, children, everybody must pray. Just make 
sure that they pray in one accord. 

 

“These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, 
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His 
brethren.” (Acts 1:14) 

 

It is really difficult to get people to come to prayer meetings, in 
my experience. So when they come, let them come to pray and 
let them pray together. The family and church that prays 
together stay together. Encourage individuals to pray only on 
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the same topic. All must pray with one accord as often as 
possible. 

 

Make sure the venue is clean 
 

There is a saying, cleanliness is next to godliness. Make sure the 
place of the gathering is clean and ready for the Master's use. 

 

“So, when he had considered this, he came to the house of Mary, 
the mother of John whose surname was Mark, where many were 
gathered together praying.” (Acts 12:12) 

 

Not only must the place be clean, it must also be planned 
properly to get the people to diarise the meeting. So we must 
plan and schedule the time and the venue. 

 

In closing, I have not mentioned much about structure, rules, 
and regulations. That I leave up to you. Let’s simply get the 
prayer meetings going and let the Lord lead you in it. Let our 
prayer meetings be places where people pray. 
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Chapter 22: 
Pray different types of prayers 

 
 

Here are the different types of prayers that you can pray to be 
more effective in your prayer times. 

 

 The prayer of blessing: Numbers 6:23 

 The prayer of faith: James 5:15 

 The prayer of agreement: Acts 1:14, Matthew 18:19-20 

 The prayer of request or supplication: Ephesians 6:18 

 The prayer of thanksgiving: Philippians 4:6; 1 Thes 5:18 

 The prayer of consecration: Matthew 26:39 

 The prayer of intercession: 1 Timothy 2:1. 

 The prayer of judgment: Matthew 5:44-48. 

 The prayer of “know not what to pray”: Romans 8:26-27. 

 The prayer of confession: Psalm 51:2-3 

 The prayer of petition: Luke 11:9 

 The prayer of praise: Psalm 150:6 

 The prayer of the Word: Joshua 1:8 

 The prayer of warfare: Ephesians 6:12 

 The prayer of unknown tongues: 1 Corinthians 14:14 

 The prayer of worship: Acts 13: 2-3 

 
The prayer of worship is similar to the prayer of thanksgiving. 
The difference is that worship focuses on who God is; 
thanksgiving focuses on what God has done. 

 
Church leaders in Antioch prayed in this manner with fasting: 

 
“While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them.’ Then after fasting and praying they laid their 
hands on them and sent them off” (Acts 13:2-3). 
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This prayer is so observable that it can be concealed. We can 
miss the deepness of what it is saying if you just glance over it. 
They were worshipping the Lord and they were fasting. This is 
the prayer of worship. Connecting to heaven and cutting off 
from the earth in fasting. “Then the Holy Spirit said”: The Holy 
Spirit still speaks, when we worship and when we fast! We will 
hear Him when we worship and when we fast. 

 

Whatever the different types of prayers are that we are 
employing, pray them and let everyone get used to it. If you are 
still stuck with what to pray then use the disciples’ prayer. 
Praying the Our Father pattern is a good way to start praying. 

 

“After this manner, therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, But deliver us from evil; For thine is the 
kingdom and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.” (Matthew 
6:9-13) 

 

The Our Father pattern (Matt.6:9-13) enables you to begin with 
worship, God’s kingdom and will, asking for personal needs, 
forgiveness, deliverance from evil and end with thanksgiving. 

 

Using the well-known A-C-T-S acrostic, begin with Adoration, 
carry on with Confession, then Thanksgiving and end with 
Supplication. You don’t have to be rigid, you can spice it up. Just 
pray and the Holy Spirit will begin to lead you. 
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Chapter 23: 
What did Jesus teach the disciples about prayer? 

 
 

One of the clearest places where Jesus taught on prayer is found 
in Luke 11: 1-13. You have to read the whole discourse to 
appreciate the entire teaching on prayer. It includes the actual 
prayer, then it proceeds to the maxims about the Father, the 
Friend, and the Judge. Lastly, the discourse ends with Jesus 
asking rhetorical questions that relate to the Father and the 
expectation of sons. The use of bread, fish, and eggs have a 
specific meaning that relates to the ability of the Father to 
provide for the needs of his children, specifically mention as a 
son. The discourse ends with the beautiful promise, 

 

“How much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him?” in verse 13. 

 

So let’s start off with the prayer. Luke 11 begins with Jesus 
“praying in a certain place.” When he has finished praying, one 
of his disciples asks, “Lord, teach us to pray as John taught his 
disciples to pray (11:1). 

 

Have you ever wondered why the disciples asked Jesus to teach 
them how to pray, instead of anything else? They had a front- 
row seat observing the master perform miracle after miracle, yet 
they did not ask Him for that. 
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Think about some of the things our Lord did: 
 

 He turned water into wine! 

 He healed the sick! 

 He fed 5000 people! 

 He calmed the storm! 

 He brought the dead back to life! 

 
If you had observed all of this, what would you request of Jesus 
to teach you? I find it very interesting that the only thing the 
disciples asked Jesus for, was to teach them how to pray! 

 

 They did not ask for money 

 They did not ask for power 

 They did not ask for signs and wonders 

 They did not ask for name, fame, and acclaim 

 
They asked the Lord to teach them how to pray. 

 
I find it fascinating that our Lord did not initiate the conversation 
about prayer but one of the disciples did. I often wondered 
about that. I ruminate that it is because Jesus wanted the 
disciples to desire the secret of His authority so much that they 
needed to conclude on their own how important prayer was. 

 
I believe that Jesus was ready and willing to teach on prayer, but 
only when His disciples were ready to learn. So He waited for 
them to ask. As a teacher, there are some things I don’t teach 
my students until they are ready to learn. Asking the question 
will reveal the answer. When the student is ready, the Teacher 
will emerge. 
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They desired the same relationship with the Father 
 

If this is a prayer which disciples should pray, then we should 
understand what it means. You see on the surface we see them 
asking Jesus to teach them how to pray, but I think what they 
were actually asking was something deeper. Something much 
more everlasting. 

 

I believe that what they were asking Jesus, was to teach them 
how to have a relationship with the Father of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Awesome! 

 

They wanted what Jesus had, a son, having a relationship with 
the father, the heavenly Father. Now that is something precious. 
In response, Jesus offers a three-part teaching on prayer or 
relationship with the Father. 

 

1. A Pattern for prayer. 
2. A Parable about prayer, (Explaining prayer to the Father and 
Friend) 
3. Principles about the Father’s ability to “give” to his son. 

 
I want to reiterate that if you read the entire discourse, you will 
see that it is about our Heavenly Father and a son, in other 
words, what we are being taught is how to have a relationship 
with the heavenly Father. This is the revelation of the entire 
passage in Luke 11. It is a Father and son revelation that is meant 
to show the son in the Son, how to have a relationship with the 
Father. It provides a unique view on the ability of the Father to 
give, to give more than our earthly fathers. 
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The Lord teaching the disciples how to pray. 
 

Jesus’ prayer and the teaching that follows are deep in that Jesus 
invites his disciples into a deeply personal relationship with God 
the Father. He encourages the disciples to call upon the Father 
like He does. He encourages the disciples of all ages and times 
to call upon the Father using the same name He uses: “Abba, 
Father”. 
He invites His disciples to call upon God as children call upon a 
loving parent, trusting that they belong to the Father and that 
the Father wants only what is good for them. 

 
The structure of the prayer 

 
Jesus taught this prayer as a pattern. I think it is important that 
we consider to call this the disciples’ prayer and not the Lord’s 
Prayer because this is how the disciples must pray. The prayer is 
powerful in its simplicity. We can certainly learn from that. It is 
the most well-known prayer of all time. 
There are 6 petitions in the prayer. Three directed to God and 
three directed to man. Let’s drill down into it. 

 
Three directed to God 

1. Hallowed be your name 
2. Your kingdom come 
3. Your will be done on earth as in Heaven 

 
Three directed to Man 

1. Our daily bread 
2. Forgiveness of sins 
3. And lead us not into temptation 

 
These six petitions can now be drilled down into three main 
thoughts. Heaven's requirements, man’s physical requirement 
and thirdly, man’s spiritual requirement. 
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The prayer, first and foremost, deals with the Father’s desire for 
the Kingdom of God to come to earth and His will to be 
established. Secondly, the prayer deals with the physical needs 
of the disciples that are required daily and lastly, the prayer 
deals with the spiritual needs of believers who still requires 
forgiveness of sins and assistance with temptation. Our entire 
humanity is covered in this prayer. 

 
Now let’s look at the second part of the discourse and that is 
how Jesus wants us to see God as Father. We have taken the 
prayer and broke it down in its various elements but you have to 
see the main thought and that is God as Father. 

 
A.  God as Father (Luke 11: 2) 

 

What a privilege, what an elevated position to be in to call God 
Father. There are many religions all over the world, who cannot 
claim this, that the Creator of the universe, seen and unseen is 
our Father. The statement "Father" is a declaration of 
affirmation, of relationship, and an expression of intimacy.  The 
word speaks about connection. We are connected to our Father. 

 

This is what our brother Jesus wants us to understand, God is 
our Father. All this has been made possible by Jesus Christ. He 
begins the prayer and includes us in it when He said: “Our 
Father”. If we are His children, then we are brethren. 

 

Jesus is our older brother! So, because He is our Father and Jesus 
is our brother, we can approach the throne of God with all 
boldness and receive grace in the time of need (Hew 4: 16). 

 

Three different dimensions to God in this prayer 
 

According to Robert Henderson, Jesus put prayer in three 
different dimensions: Father, (We have discussed that just now) 
Friend, and Judge. The first dimension of approaching God as 
Father is found in Luke 11 and the Judge in Luke 18:1-8. 
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The Holy Spirit reveals the Fatherhood of God, heals our 
wounds, comforts us, and provides for us. We fall in love with 
the Father and come into a greater revelation of how deeply the 
Father loves us. Jesus says, “When you pray, say: Our Father in 
heaven” (Luke 11:2). So, the first dimension of prayer is 
approaching God as Father.26 

 

B. God as Friend 
 

We can petition God to help our friends because He is our 
Friend, so our Friend, helping our friends. According to 
Henderson, the second realm is approaching God as Friend. The 
picture that Jesus wants to paint for us, is that of a man who had 
a friend in need and couldn’t help him, so he went to another 
friend. We are the ones who can’t help, but we can go to our 
Friend for help. We are in a position of intercession to contact 
our Friend to help a friend of ours, (Luke 11:5, 6). This brings 
much comfort to me because I have limited resources and 
sometimes I can’t help my friends. However, there is a Father 
who is also a Friend who can help friends that are on a journey 
in the Kingdom. 

 

There is also another point that I want us to consider. That is, we 
should realise the stark difference between humanity and 
divinity. 

 

 The man in the story who was asked for help is in bed! 

 The man in the bed was asleep, whereas God never sleeps. 
 The man in bed did not want to be disturbed, whereas our 

prayers do not disturb God. 
 

Jesus’ point is that we should be boldly persistent in bringing our 
requests to God at any hour and in any situation. We call upon 
the resources of this great Friend to help our friends when they 
need help and we can’t help. 
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C. God as Judge 
 

The third dimension of God in this discourse is that of Judge. In 
Luke 18:1-8, Jesus teaches on prayer through a parable, showing 
the disciples that they should always pray and not give up. He 
tells them that there was a widow who came before an unjust 
judge and wanted justice from her adversary. Very much like 
today, there are still people asking for justice today. The judge 
didn’t agree right away, but he finally gave her what she wanted 
because she kept coming back to him to avenge her. Jesus told 
them that God will quickly avenge His own elect who cry out day 
and night to Him. Intercession for justice is, therefore, a day and 
night activity. 

 

Henderson purports that the third dimension of prayer is that of 
approaching the Judge or going into a judicial system. When 
Jesus spoke of a widow approaching an unjust judge, He was not 
saying God is an unjust judge; He was saying that if a widow 
could get a verdict from an unjust judge, how much more can 
we, His children, come before the righteous Judge, the Judge of 
all the earth, and see Him render verdicts on our behalf and in 
our favour. 
This is an important point to make because there are people 
who are out to hurt us and as people we are at times, helpless 
against them. As sons of The Righteous Judge, He will avenge us, 
because vengeance is His, not ours. 
So Jesus taught us that, 

 
 We come before God the Father for our own needs and 

desires. 

 We come before God as Friend for the needs of others. 
 We come before God as Judge to deal with an adversary. 

 
Now we enter the last section on the principles of prayer that 
Jesus taught. 
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By now, as intercessors, we must know that Jesus taught with a 
purpose and that everything is not always as it seems, that we 
have to go deeper into the Word to extract the meaning of it. 
Without understanding the Eastern culture, one could not only 
miss the point but also misunderstand what Jesus was talking 
about. An understanding of customs and idioms of that culture 
can help in understanding the Middle Eastern mind. “Manners 
and Customs of the Bible,” by James Freeman is a resource but 
that can assist. Also, The New Strong’s Expanded Exhaustive 
Concordance of the Bible is also an abundant help and the two 
working together will be a great reference tool for pastors, 
teachers, and all students of the Bible to help with our 
understanding of the Word. 

 
Questions about the Bread, the fish, and the scorpion 

 

The Bible can arguably be seen as an “Eastern” book.   It was 
written many years ago in the “East” which today we refer to as 
“The Middle East.” As such, there are many customs and idioms 
that are not familiar to the “Western” mind27. 

 

We will use M. Verdicchio’s understanding to help us uncover 
the meaning of these truths that Jesus wanted to convey to the 
disciples and today, also with us as His followers. 

 

Jesus asked three questions then and He is still asking the same 
three questions today 

 

In Luke 11: 10, we see three questions that emerge about asking. 
They were questions about a son asking something of his father. 
Jesus was teaching the disciples that everyone who, asketh 
receiveth and everyone that seeketh, findeth and everyone that 
knocketh, it shall be opened. 

 

A.S.K  (Ask, Seek, Knock). What a wonderful promise by our 
Father that when we A.S.K, then He will respond unquestionably 
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positively. So let’s get into the three questions and see what the 
Spirit wants to reveal to us. 

 

Question no 1: 
 

If a son asked the father for bread, would a father instead give 
his son a stone? 

 

(Provision) 
 

The bread was thin and in the eastern culture they would put a 
stone on top of a pile of bread. Over time the stone and the 
bread would look the same. What is the point? Here are a few 
considerations for us to ponder on. 

 

 God will not give you a look alike, He will give you the real 
deal. 

 

 He  will  not  give  you  something  that  has  a  bit  of 
nourishment, He will give you the full substance. 

 

 No father would ever be that stupid to mistake a stone for 
bread and give it to his son who asked him for bread. 

 

 In the Bible, bread symbolises that which nourishes our 
spiritual well-being. Jesus recognised that we cannot live on 
bread alone, but we need to feed on every Word that comes 
out of the mouth of God (Matthew 4:4). 

 

 Jesus contrasts bread with a stone, which is hard and 
unchangeable. Since it has no inherent life-giving power, it 
might symbolise our own concentrated force to effect 
changes in ourselves or others. 

 

In choosing bread, Jesus is pointing us to the Father who does 
have the power to make us fully alive and fully satisfied in Him. 

 

What does the bread represent? Provision. The stone 
represents, the counterfeit. 
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After feeding the multitude with bread and fish, Jesus says that 
He is the bread of life: “It is not Moses who has given you the 
bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true 
bread…I am the bread of life, he who comes to me shall not 
hunger” (John 6:32-35). 

 

If we want to become fully alive, we must learn to A.S.K the 
Father. God the Father will not make a mistake regarding your 
provision. You can trust Him to provide for you. 

 

Question no 2: 
 

If a son asked his father for a fish, would his dad then give him a 
serpent instead? 

 

(Protection) 
 

Verdicchio explains that in the Eastern lands there are some 
water serpents that look similar to fish. This can cause 
tremendous pain for the un-initiated. The point of this question 
is that we can consider: 

 

 

 A person who was unfamiliar with both fish and water 
serpents could easily mistake one for the other. 

 

 But  a father who  would  be  concerned about his  family 
would certainly make sure that there was no mistake. If his 
son asked for a fish, then that is what a good father would 
give him. 

 

What does the fish represent? : Your protection is in Christ. Your 
Father wants to protect you from the counterfeit. What does a 
serpent represent? Falseness. God the Father will not make a 
mistake about your protection (safety). 

 

The third question is about potential. I like this one because it 
speaks about the possibilities that exist in Christ. 
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Question no 3: 
 

If a son asked his father for an egg would the father, in turn, give 
the son a scorpion? 

 

(Potential) 
 

In the Middle East, you get a white scorpion. The white scorpion 
in the East could be mistaken for an egg. They look very similar 
in colour and in shape. 

 

The egg is the seed of life. It holds a wealth of possibilities within. 
We are like an egg, born with great potential; however, we 
cannot fully comprehend what God planned for us to be unless 
we receive the imperishable seed of Christ and are born from 
above. The moment we receive Christ into our hearts, 
something new takes place, a new creation is formed; now we 
can be in touch with the power of the kingdom of God right 
within us.  Jesus said, 

 

“I say to you unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God. …unless one is born of the water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:3-5). 

 

What does the egg represent? It represents our potential in Him. 
What does a scorpion represent? It represents destruction. Our 
potential in Christ will keep us away from destruction. When we 
ask God for potential, He will not give us destruction. His plans 
towards us are to prosper us and to give us an expected end. He 
has placed within each and every one of us the potential to 
succeed, so let’s continue to A.S.K. 
So,  in  wrapping  up  these  three  questions,  we  see  three 
imperatives emerging to the question of the unnamed disciple 
“Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). 
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These three questions are configured in three solutions in the 
following way: 

 
Provision: Bread, Our Father will provide for us. 
Protection: Fish, Our Father will protect us. 
Potential: Egg, Our Father has placed potential within us. 

 
So what more does this section on the son and the father 
interaction teach us? It teaches us that the text shows a strong 
emphasis on receiving answers to our prayers. The friend at 
midnight did not go away empty-handed. He got the bread that 
he came for. The presentation highlights that one who keeps 
asking, seeking, and knocking will receive what he is after. The 
story of the father and his son makes the same point: the boy 
will get what he asks from his father. The final imperative really 
brings the maxim home with great clarity: How much more will 
the heavenly Father answer favourably those who ask Him? 
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Chapter 24: 
The power of the threefold chord 

 
 

One of the duties of intercession is fasting. It is impossible just 
to operate with prayer exclusively and expect answers from 
heaven. The bible says that: 

 

“This kind does not go out except through prayer and fasting” 
Math 17: 21. 

 

Fasting is never about being accepted because we -are already 
“accepted in the Beloved” and “called sons of the living God.” 
Fasting is part of a biblical “threefold cord” (giving, praying, and 
fasting) that brings about the sanctification of another 
“threefold cord” that the Apostle Paul identified as “your whole 
spirit and soul and body. 

 

1 Thes 5: 23 “I pray that God will sanctify your whole spirit, and 
soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

 

So we know that we must fast and we must pray. But do you 
know that if you also give, it is also a form of warfare? That when 
you give, when you fast and when you pray, you form an 
unbreakable chord. 

 

One of the first revelations that I received from the Spirit was 
that of giving, praying and fasting. I was still young in the Lord 
and I came across Mathew chapter 6. I was so excited when I 
found out that: ‘’When we, the Father shall”. I started practicing 
this three-fold chord and continue to practice it, even up to 
today. 

 

Let’s get into the Word and discuss fasting and prayer and then 
giving. 
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Here are the references that speak about how the Father shall 
reward openly. This is when we do what we must do, giving, 
fasting and praying. 

 

When you give: Math 6: 4: The Father shall reward openly 
When you pray: Math 6: 6: The Father shall reward openly 
When you fast: Math 6: 18: The Father shall reward openly 

 

So it is not an “if”, but a “when”. When you do the threefold 
practice of praying, fasting, and giving, then the Father shall 
reward you openly. Intercession employs all three imperatives. 

 

There is a return on your investment 
 

I know of a young lady who grew up in extreme poverty, let's call 
her “Lynn”. We attended the same church for a while. She 
applied the threefold chord principle when she had very little in 
terms of money and possessions. Although she did not have 
much, what she had was more than enough. She had faith and 
she loved the Lord. She also gave of what she had, her time, her 
talents and her treasures. She literally gave her way out of 
poverty. This was such an inspiration to me. Over time the Lord 
started rewarding her with degrees, then money and then more 
money. Today, she is happily married, successful in her field of 
practice and shares with others the principle of giving, praying 
and fasting unashamedly. When you look at her today, you 
won’t say that she had humble beginnings! When we give and 
pray and fast, we enter the life of the impossible! 

 

This is a truth that every believer should take hold of. There are 
definite benefits of applying this imperative as the Word 
explains about the return that you receive. 

 

Mark 4: 8, 20 “And other fell on good ground and it yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased and brought forth some thirty and some 
sixty and some a hundred. He that has ears let him hear.” 
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 When praying is a constant part of our lives, then we can 
release the thirtyfold return. 

 When praying and giving are a constant part of our lives, we 
 can release the sixty fold return. 

 When praying, giving and fasting are a constant part of our 
lives, then we can release the hundredfold return. 

 
I know that the return speaks about the seed that springs out of 
the soil and that some are saying that it has nothing to do with 
a physical return, but with the quality of the Word that will bring 
a harvest. I get that, but I feel compelled to add that, the bible 
says that “he that has an ear, let him hear.” I hear that there is a 
return for the seed that is sown. The seed sown is not always the 
Word, but can be giving, praying and fasting and for that, there 
is a return promised. 

 

Giving, praying and fasting. 
 

Every intercessor by now should know that fasting is a required 
discipline of a Christian. Mathew 6:16, reads 

 

“And when you fast, don’t make it obvious, as the hypocrites do, 
for they try to look miserable and disheveled so people will admire 
them for their fasting. I tell you the truth that is the only reward 
they will ever get.” 

 

When you fast, people should not know that you are fasting, 
they should only see the results of your fasting. Fasting detaches 
you from the earth and re-attaches you to heaven. 

 

Fasting as defined by men of God 
 

Fasting is so important to the intercessor. Getting control over 
your food intake as a discipline before the Lord has made many 
great men of God worthy instruments in the hands of God. 
Let’s read what some of the great ones had to say about fasting. 



138 

 

 

“Fasting is abstaining from anything that hinders prayer”. 
Andrew Bonar, Minister, Free Church of Scotland. 

 
“The abstinence is not to be an end in itself but rather for the 
purpose of being separated to the Lord and to concentrate on 
godliness. This kind of fasting reduces the influence of our self- 
will and invites the Holy Spirit to do a more intense work in us” 
Williams Thrasher, Professor of Theology. 

 
“A fast is not a hunger strike. Fasting submits to God’s 
commands. A hunger strike makes God submit to our demands”. 
Ed Cole, Founder, Christian Men’s Network. 

 
“The purpose of fasting is to loosen to some degree the ties which 
bind us to the world of material things and our surroundings as 
a whole, in order that we may concentrate all our spiritual 
powers upon the unseen and eternal things.” 
Ole Hallesby, Lutheran Theology Teacher, and Author. 

 
“While a fast, by nature, is inconvenient, it should be an 
inconvenience to you—not to those around you”. 
David Peach, Missionary, and Writer. 

 
“The blessing of God can always be found where the seed of 
fasting, giving and prayer is sown.” 
Alfred Tsipa 
 
Living the impossible life requires Fasting and Praying 

 

Mat 17:15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatic, and sore 
vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. 
Mat 17:16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not 
cure him. Mat 17:17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless 
and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long 
shall I suffer you? Bring him hither to me. Mat 17:18 And Jesus 
rebuked the devil, and he departed out of him: and the child was 

http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/what-does-the-bible-say-about-prayer-a-christian-study/
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cured from that very hour. Mat 17:19 Then came the disciples to 

Jesus apart, and said, why could not we cast him out? Mat 17:20 
And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say 
unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say 
unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall 
remove, and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 

 

Mat 17:21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and 
fasting. 

 

The above text intimates that the disciples could not cast out the 
devil because of their unbelief. Their faith was not at a level to 
cast devils out! 

 

Get your faith to the level where the impossible becomes 
possible in your life, you need to hear the Word of God (Rom 10: 
17). It is a fact that you can hear more clearly when the spirit 
man is fed and the flesh is kept crucified. Giving, praying and 
fasting helps with hearing God more clearly. Fasting helps us 
detach from the earth and attach us to heaven. 

 

Why could the disciples not cast out the demon? They lacked 
faith and they did not fast, neither did they pray. Why could 
Jesus, as a man (not as God) cast the demon out? He prayed 
(before the time) He fasted (before the time). When we apply 
these three imperatives there is no devil that will be able to 
stand against us. It is time to fast, to pray and to give. Let’s look 
at some of the results that we get when we pray. 

 

Results of Prayer 
 

 God answers prayer (James 4: 2) 

 Prayer builds you up ( Jude 1: 20) 

 Power over the enemy ( 1 Thes. 5: 17, 1 Cor. 14: 18) 

 It keeps us in Christ ( John 15: 7) 
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Reasons for Fasting 
 

Reason Scripture Reference 
To turn our attention to the Lord Daniel 9: 1-3 
To fast when you face a great obstacle or 
challenge 

2 Chron 20: 1-4 

To be receptive to direction and wisdom 
from God 

Acts 13: 1-3 

To bring our flesh under submission Ps 69:10, 1 Cor 9:27 
To humble ourselves Ps 35:13, 1 Pet 5:7 
To combat temptation and spiritual 
Opposition 

Matt 4:1-3 

During times of repentance and 
intercession 

Neh 1: 4-6 

 
 

Results of Fasting 
 

 Fasting and prayer can restore the loss of the first love for 
your Lord and result in a more intimate relationship. 

 Fasting is a biblical way of being lifted by God because you 
have humbled yourself before Him. 

 Fasting can heal our land. 

 
Men of God in the bible that Fasted 

 

 Moses Fasted before receiving the Ten Commandments – 
Deuteronomy 9:9-18 

 David mourning his child’s illness – 2 Samuel 12:1-23 

 Elijah fasted while escaping Jezebel – 1 Kings 19:4-8 

 Ezra fasted while mourning over sin – Ezra 10:6-17 

 Esther fasted for the safety of the Jews – Esther 4:13-16 

 
One of the great examples of fasting is in the Old Testament is 
that of Esther, when she fasted to save herself and her nation 
the Jews. 
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In Esther 4:15-17, Mordecai told Esther that God may have given 
her the position in the kingdom that she had for the singular 
purpose of saving the Jewish race (Esther 4:14). She agreed to 
approach the king, but she asked Mordecai to spread the word 
to the Jews that they should fast for 3 days without food or drink. 
She led by example and fasted in the same manner. 

 

Others that fasted were: 
 

 Daniel fasted for an answer to prayer – Daniel 10:1-3 

 Jesus fasted before temptation by Satan – Matthew 4:1-2 

 Paul fasted after his conversion – Acts 9:1-9 

 Church elders in Antioch fasted before sending out 
missionaries – Acts 13:1-3 

 You must also fast! 

 
So if these great men and women of God could fast and God 
revealed His might through them, don’t you think we should be 
fasting too? 

 

Giving, it is practical intercession 
 

Yes, intercessors, don’t just pray, we must also fast and yes we 
must also give. Just because you pray, does not mean you must 
not give. Don’t fail in this imperative. Jesus instructs us how to 
give and He makes it clear that we should not make a big fuss 
about it. When you give, you become a Prince in intercession. 

 

Notice that giving is first, then praying, then fasting, so we 
should first give ourselves, then our time, talents and treasures, 
then our praying and fasting becomes effective. 

 

Mathew 6: 2 – 3 reads “2 so when you give to the needy, do not 
announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by men. I tell you 
the truth, they have received their reward in full. 3But when you 
give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing…” 
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We   see   the   word   ‘when’,   in   this   passage,   and   in   the 
understanding of the word ‘when’, reading the passage above, 

 

 It teaches us that we are expected to live a life of Giving, 

 It is something we must do, continuously. 

 We must help the poor or those less privileged, those in 
need of our help and much more. It also tells us how we 
should go about doing it. 



142 

 

 

Chapter 25: 
Praying for an increase in the level of our giving 

 
 

Do you know that giving is also intercession? One of the 
important considerations that we need to grasp is the level of 
giving that we as an individual or congregation operate at. How 
would you know what to pray for people or a church if you don’t 
know what level of giving or benevolence they are operating 
under? My thoughts for this section of the work has been 
gleaned from a book, Hidden Power by Tommy Barnett. The 
church needs to bless at levels that are greater than the four 
walls of the building. Barnett wants the power and the blessing 
of God to be directed through believers and in so doing we can 
show off this great God that we serve28. He certainly has proven 
personally to be a giver and the Dream Centre is a testimony of 
that. According to Barnett, the giving of people and churches can 
be categorised at four different levels: 

 

The bag level, the barrel level, the basket level and the barn 
level. 

 

1.   Bag level: The level of Not enough 
 

“You have sown much, and bring in little; You eat, but do not have 
enough; You drink, but you are not filled with drink; You clothe 
yourselves, but no one is warm; And he who earns wages, Earns 
wages to put into a bag with holes” (Haggai 1:6). 

 

According to the law of sowing and reaping these people in 
Haggai was supposed to have reaped a harvest but they have 
not, because of their attitudes towards the House of God. Where 
they have placed their money after they have received it. They 
have placed their money in a bag. A bag does not have 
reproducing power! 

 

People with a bag mentality are often selfish and stingy. They 
are candidates to borrow often because of their attitudes. At this 
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level, these candidates always blame others for their misfortune 
and don’t take responsibility for themselves. Their biggest 
enemy is their circumstances; their eyes are always on their 
circumstances. They refuse to sow into God’s kingdom. 

 
On the bag level, the bag will only feed you, nobody else will 
benefit from you. You work, you cash your cheque, but as soon 
as you get it, it leaves you. The car breaks down, it’s as if the 
holes are stealing the harvest that God wants you to have. The 
bag level is the level of not enough. People with a bag mentality 
tend to believe that they must hold onto what they have. They 
work so hard heaving more into the bag that they wear holes in 
the bottom! 

 

What must you do to move from bag level to the next level? 
 

To break out of this level, we will have to become generous 
givers and have faith and expect God to make good on His Word. 
As you have faith, you will speak faith. But God says you don’t 
have to stay at this level. 

“Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Consider your ways!” (Haggai 1:7). 

You can move on to a higher level of blessing. You have to 
consider your ways. Think about what you do with the resources 
that God has blessed you with. 

 
2.   Barrel or Pot level: Just enough level 

 

1 Kings 17: 7-16: Verse 14 “For thus sayeth the Lord God of 
Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse 
of oil fail, until the day the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.” 

 

This is a “Thus sayeth the Lord” LEVEL. If God said it, it will come 
to pass level. On this level, you are higher than the “not enough 
level”. The problem on this level is that it is time-barred. 
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The resources on this level will run out. People on this level are 
good givers, but can’t sustain the vision of the church. A barrel 
was not designed to operate for the long haul. A barrel is 
designed to live from hand to mouth. They have food but not a 
lot of seed to work with. 

 

God has taken you from a bag level. Now you are starting to 
learn to be a consistent giver and especially a giver in sacrificial 
offerings. 

 

What can we learn to move from this level to the next level? 
 

1 Kings 17:7-16 Elijah had provision from the ravens (worldly 
people,) and also from the woman at Zarephath that made him 
a meal from her barrel (God’s people). 

 

The woman had to give to Elijah first, but her barrel lasted a 
year after it was blessed. 

 

 Jesus said give and it will be given back to you, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over. 

 This is the realm of entering into the reality of the realm of 
supernatural provision in God. 

 This happens because of giving with faith and speaking faith. 

 
3.   Basket level: More than Enough level 

 

Math 14:20 “And they all ate and were filled and they took up of 
the fragments that remained, twelve baskets full” 

 

A basket is a seed carrying container. This is the expected zone 
that God wants us to live in. God will never fill a basket that is 
not willing to empty itself first. This is the miracle level, where 
you provide your talents, treasures and time for God’s kingdom 
and He multiplies it. He will even get disciples to partner with 
you to carry your blessings (Math 14:16-21). 
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Your offering will transport you to the place of abundance. 
Those who said it can’t be done will always carry the blessing of 
those who say that God can do it. Your offering, your giving to 
the church will feed thousands of people, people who you might 
not even know. This is a good level to be at, but there is yet 
another level! 

 

Now you have enough to really help others. God can trust you 
to be a flow into the kingdom. Your first thoughts are now about 
the Kingdom. 

 

 Now your mentality is that this is God’s money, and I am 
only a steward of it. 

 Your mind-set is to seek first the kingdom of God, and all 
these other things will be added. 

 When money comes in your first thought is now seed 
thoughts. 

 
Giving thoughts: 

 
 A bag mentality says this is my money and it is hidden in my 

pocket. 

 A barrel mentality is inside your kitchen, and you see the 
supernatural provision for you and your family. 

 A basket mentality is out in the open, and now you are a 
blessing to the kingdom of God. 

 
Jesus fed the five thousand from a basket with a few loaves and 
fish. There were 12 baskets left over. A good man will leave an 
inheritance unto his grandchildren. 

 

But there is yet another level! 
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4.   Barn level: Nations level ( Disciples of nations, Math 28: 
18,19) over enough 

 

Gen 41: 56 “And the famine was over the face of the earth. And 
Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold unto the Egyptians 
and the famine waxed sore in the land of Egypt” 

 

Joseph was in charge of the whole of Egypt. God allowed him to 
feed the whole world, a godly man feeding the whole world with 
Pharaoh’s resources. A barn is a storehouse that can supply 
nations as we do for our missionaries. 
At this level, the church which is the Barn, not only supplies 
locally but also globally. This is the level that I want us to be at. 

 
Prov. 3: 9: “Honour the Lord with thy substance and with all thy 
increase. SO that HE MAY fill your barns with plenty and thy 
presses shall burst out with new wine.” 

 

1.    God blesses people who will use their resources for His 
Kingdom globally. 

2. If you take care of God’s business, He will take care of your 
business. 

3. At this level, you direct your offering, your Treasures, Talent 
and Time to the House of God and collectively the Barn can 
provide for nations. 

 
 
The place where your seed falls is the place where you will be 
blessed from. 

 

 If you place your seed in a bag, you will get the blessing of a 
bag (not enough) 

 If you place your seed in a barrel, you will get a blessing of 
the barrel ( Just enough) 

 If you place your seed in a basket, you will get a blessing of 
the basket (more than enough) 
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 If you place your seed in a barn, you will get the blessing of a 
barn ( nations) 

 
A different way to put it: 

 
1    Bag blessings are personal 
2    Barrel blessings touch your family 
3    Basket blessings touch the church 
4    Barn blessings touch the nations 

 
Daysmen, here is a question for you. What type of Church do you 
want us to be? What type of blessing do you want our church to 
be? 
Acts 1:8 “But you shall receive power when the Holy Ghost comes 
upon you And you shall be my witnesses first in Jerusalem, all 
Judea, and Samaria, and the ends of the earth.” 

 

Identify the various levels 
 

1    Jerusalem ( bag level) 
2    Judea ( Barrel level) 
3    Samaria (Basket level) 
4    Ends of the earth ( Barn level) 

 

When we combine giving, prayer, and fasting, then we operate 
as disciplined disciples of Christ and this allows us to move from 
bag to the barn level. 
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Chapter 26: 
Do you know that God has desires for us? 

 
 

I was overcome with unacquainted emotions when my first child 
was born. When Hadassah looked at me with those beautiful 
brown eyes it was as if she was asking me “Now that you have 
me, what are you going to do with me? These feelings of joy, 
wonder, a little bit of bewilderment, were intensified with the 
birth of my second child, Rebeccah. The love and dreams I had 
for them were only equaled with the sense of anxiety, I had to 
be a great parent to them. To raise them and release them to 
the purposes that God has ordained for them, long before I came 
to be their father. It was as if that unspoken question was 
haunting me for years, Now that I am here, what do you want to 
do with me? In other words, Daddy, what is your desire for me? 

 

Spiritually I was born into God’s family, just as my children were 
physically born into my family. But it is not enough just to bear 
children. As a parent, I desire to have a vibrant relationship, an 
intimate bond with my children. I am sure you do too. 

 

In a small way, I am now beginning to understand God’s desire 
for us as His children as well as His desire for His children to grow 
up so that we can become capable overseers of His Kingdom. 

 

When we understand what God’s desire for us and His Kingdom 
is then we can begin to pray accurately for His Kingdom to come 
and for His will to be done. 

 

His desire for reconciliation 
 

God’s desire for us is to have everything locked up/reconciled 
into His Son. 

 

Ephesians 1:5-10 “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure 
of his will,6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
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made us accepted in the beloved.;9 Having made known unto us 
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he 
hath purposed in himself:10 That in the dispensation of the 
fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in 
him:” 

 

God wants to bring all His children into a reconciliatory 
relationship with His Son. Not only does He want to reconcile us 
to Christ, He has made known the mystery of His will. His will is 
to mature all things in Christ of that which is in heaven and that 
which are in the earth. That includes us! 

 

So from the scripture in Ephesians, we can deduce a few things: 
 

1. We need to intercede for people to be adopted/accepted/ 
reconciled into Christ. 

2. We need to intercede that people understand His will. 
3. We need to intercede that people understand the 

dispensation we are in. 
4. We need to intercede that all of creation come together, both 

in heaven and on the earth, in Christ. 
 

Let’s deal with only the topic of reconciliation for this book, the 
others we can address perhaps in later editions. 

 

The term “reconciliation” means to bring together parties who 
are estranged from each other. God’s greatest desire is a total 
reconciliation of all sinners, to His plan. This also includes 
everything terrestrial as well as celestial. Heaven and earth are 
locked up in this reconciliation which will come together in the 
perfected man, the corporate son, the son in the Son. 

 

First, we see that God wants us reconciled to Him. We know this 
as the process of conversion because our lives are “converted” 
from sinful, alienated people into a relationship with Him. What 
a profound privilege to be reconciled to Him. 
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Secondly, once we are reconciled to God, we have to be 
reconciled with each other. As far as possible let us live in peace 
with all men. When we are reconciled to God, He now starts 
reconciling us to each other. I think this is the hardest, but not 
the impossible part! This simply cannot be accomplished by our 
own power, but by the power of the Spirit. 

 

Thirdly, it goes without saying that all reconciled beloved must 
be fellowshipping together in the institution called the Church. 
The church is a place of reconciled believers, who were sinners 
before, alienated from the common wealth of God.  Sorry to 
break it to you, but the church is NOT a man-made institution 
(although man tries mightily to change it!).  It is God’s creation, 
and His purpose was to provide the world with a tangible display 
of His greatness and wisdom. 

 

The church and the Kingdom are two different dimensions. The 
church is part of the Kingdom and not the totality of it. The 
church is the culmination of His plan, and one of the many tools 
He uses to bring more sinners in to be reconciled to Him, each 
other, the church and then to establish His Kingdom. See the 
church as the reception area for the Kingdom of God. Once they 
are in, God can now allocate to them their responsibility in the 
Kingdom29. 

 

As daysmen before the Father, we fulfill that important ministry 
on the earth today. The ministry of reconciliation has been given 
to all of us as reconciled believers. We are sons in the Son who 
carries the ministry of intercession to reconcile people to God 
and to their purposes in God. The richness of this grace has 
appeared to all men. The richness of reconciliation. 

 

God’s mercy and love are at the heart of intercession. Those 
interceding for others express this mercy and grace to others. 
This world is in need of intercession. It is in need of daysmen. 
Let’s imitate Jesus who lives to make intercession for us. 
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Chapter 27: 
Conclusion 

 
 

I embarked on this brief study with the knowledge that the field 
of intercession is so broad with so many important sentiments 
that you can meander off into different directions that can 
become a theological treatise of evaluations. I acknowledge that 
my view on intercession is anecdotal and that there are authors 
who might hold different views to the ones that I have. I am 
entirely okay with that and welcome it completely. My aim with 
this book was to try and combine my own experience of 
intercession and that of trusted men close to me and put it in 
explicit form for the people that I serve. There are so many 
different views and opinions and I am hoping that this work will 
at least as a bare minimum, serves as a reference to our Ecclesia 
Kingdom Community worshippers with regards to intercession. 

 

I am aware that this book might stimulate a robust discussion on 
critical issues of intercession that could potentially impact the 
birth of new ideas and new books amongst those who will read 
this body of knowledge. I sincerely hope that this will be the 
case. 

 

Against this backdrop, I hope that this brief study about the 
various aspects of the daysman in the Daysman will inspire you 
to understand more, to acquire skillful knowledge and 
understanding that can take the Body of Christ forward in the 
complex world that is South Africa and the rest of the world. 

 

Finally, we need to acknowledge the fact that we have to pray 
and intercede more for others regarding the plan and destiny of 
God for their lives. We have to understand that God’s Hand can 
supply but ONLY His Face can satisfy! As a daysman, my sincere 
hope and prayer is that we will take up this call with great zeal. 
Optimistically this will lead to the end time harvest of souls that 
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will herald the coming of our Lord, the eternal Daysman. Let your 
Kingdom come! 
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